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(Research Report)

The Naito Feudal Clan’s Osaka Residence
and their 1747 Domain Transfer

Kayoko Hibi

In 1747 (Enkyo 4), it was ordered that the Naito feudal clan be transferred from Iwakitaira in Mutsu Province to
Nobeoka in Hyuga Province. As a result of this transfer, the Naito family, who had been Tohoku feudal lords, gained
a residence in Osaka for the first time. This paper focuses on the Osaka residence established as result of this
transfer.

At the time of the transfer, kanshi (feudal retainers) were sent to Osaka to perform various tasks to assist the
changeover. In the course of my research, I found that the primary duty of these Zanshi was to ensure that Naito
family vassals were allowed into Nobeoka without impediment. However, they also met with the Osaka official of the
Makino family (the family that the Naito family was replacing) and joined the association of Osaka rusui (liaisons of
the domain lord). Their membership of the latter was facilitated by the Osaka rus#i of the Okabe family from the
Kishiwada Domain, who were relatives of the Naito family.

Next, I examined the development of major positions in the Osaka residence; this was in order to gain a better
understanding of how the residence was managed once the Naito family arrived. In doing so, I found that the
residence changed considerably in approximately 1772 (An'ei 1). For example, from 1797 (Kansei 9) onwards there
were many cases of lower-ranked hanshi assuming their predecessors’ duties and acting as Osaka ru#s#i. I must also
highlight that during this period, there were no clear organizational arrangements made at the Osaka residence
regarding the Naito family’s assets and, in reality, the acting Osaka ru#s#i were chosen based on the individuals’

abilities.



