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(Article)

Navel defense policy of Sendai clan’s key vassal
Tsuneyasu Nakajima during the Kaei era of the Edo
period and artillery—military reforms as seen through
Shimazaki house and Nakajima house records

Kosuke Takegahara

This paper was written to gain an understanding of the concrete actions by a daimyo (Japanese feudal lord) with an
extensive governing province along the Pacific coast of the Tohoku region to build a coastal defense system, which
was an issue throughout Japan at the time, by examining the navel defense policy and plan to strengthen military
preparedness espoused by the Sendai Clan's key vassal Tsuneyasu Nakajima, who served as the leader of the
kaigangata, the body responsible for navel defense established by the same clan in Kaei 3 ( 1850 ). The core of
Nakajima's plan can be summarized in the following three points.
1. Strive to create a defense system over a large area.
2. Possibility of overcoming the social standings of families and individuals within the clan to build the system.
3. While the plan was initially developed to comply with a bakufu order, it also envisioned reforming the rights
of existing feudal lords in the long term, including possible alliances over a wide area with neighboring lords.
In addition, the introduction of western-style artillery in order to implement this plan was accompanied by major
military reforms, such as searching for opportunities for cooperation to introduce artillery through multiple routes
and a system to broadly spread the use of artillery, which is clearly shown in the Shimazaki House records (stored
in the Meiji University Museum). In conclusion, it can be demonstrated that (1) Nakajima’s naval defense policy
and plan to strengthen military preparedness was a momentum to question the existing clan system starting with
military aspects, and that (2) the feudal lord on the Pacific coast, with a strong power buffer zone, aimed to take the

initiative in building a national defense system with the help of the entire clan.



