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YUGYO-SHONIN’S TRAVEL AROUND THE COUNTRY AND
RELIGEOUS FAITH OF THE PEOPLE

Fumio Tamamuro

This thesis is the report of the researches into the ancient documents of Buddhist temples
throughout Japan at 87 places, conducted over the period of 2 years from 1978 to 1979.

Edo era (1601-1868) is the period in which feudalistic ranking of one’s social status
was reinforced. Therefore there rarely were such instances as a Buddhist monk himself
travelling around the country as a missionary or directly handing to the people omamori
(an amulet) or ofuda (a charm). Nevertheless, the Yugyo-shonin of Ji-shu (Ji Sect of
Buddism) at that time were the exception. They travelled from coast to coast and were
engaged in the missionary work for some 10 years under the aegis of the Edo Government.

The following are what have been made evident by this study: 1) Many Daimyo (feudal
lords) actively supported the missionary work of Ywugyo-shonin. 2) Branch temples of Ji-
shu also welcomed the visit of Yugyo-shonin. 3) The faithful showed their veneration to
Yugyo-shonin as a living Buddha and had blessings in this life and their rebirth in the
Paradise promised by receiving omamori or ofuda from the hand of Yugyo-shonin. What
is noteworthy here is that people gathered in order to receive ofuda or omamori from
Yugyo-shonin are said to have amounted to 5, 000 persons per day.

This thesis is to clarify how Yugyo-shonin was able to receive such ardent faith among

the people and why Daimyo or branch temples supported him.
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