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— Abstract — 34

Research on the Inter-connections between Buddhist Preaching
(Shodo) Culture and the Tale of the Heike

Focusing on Preaching Regarding the Dharma-king, Go-shirakawa

Maxkmo Atsushi

The Dharma-king, Go-shirakawa is a leading actor of the Tale of the Heike, albeit in the shadows,
and an individual to be closely examined in the context of considering the goal of the creation of the
narrative. Parallel to this, it should be mentioned that the preaching of priests such as Choken and
Bengyo were centered around the Dharma-king, Go-shirakawa, and heavily influenced said narra-
tive. Thus, the Dharma-king Go-shirakawa is one conduit which connects the Tale of the Heike and
Buddhist preaching. This paper aims to evaluate the inter-relationships between the narrative and
preaching from the vantage of preaching regarding Dharma-king Go-shirakawa

To examine the presence of the Dharma-king Go-shirakawa in the preaching of Choken, the
version of the Tenpaorinsho possessed by the National Museum of Japanese History was chosen as
the subject of investigation as the premise for the current paper’s remarks. This work contains 81
hyobyaku, statements of the chief purpose of a Buddhist assembly read out before an audience, but
only one was created for Dharma-king Go-shirakawa. However, when reading other hyaobyaku, Choken
frequently mentions Go-shirakawa, even if he was not present at that particular assembly. Buddhist
assemblies and memorials were possible to be held under the blessings and auspices of Go-shirakawa,
and the people returned that favor in kind. Choken placed assemblies and memorials which took
place in a variety of circumstances into this framework.

Through close readings of materials related to Choken and Bengyo, the form of Dharma-king
Go-shirakawa comes into focus. That is, the form of an abdicated emperor that has joined a holy order,
who has outlived his children and kin, and who lives feeling the melancholy born of the impertinence
of all things. Resulting in an absorption and completion of Buddhist training, the abdicated emperor
became a person elevated to Buddhahood, complete with the power to drive out vengeful spirits.
Choken and Bengyo refer to the abdicated emperor as the existence of a Buddha with a living body.
These tribulations and overcoming of vengeful spirits are detailed in the Tale of the Heike, and the
representation of Go-shirakawa in the narrative can be said to inherit the vision of Go-shirakawa put
forth in the preaching referred to above.

If the image of the abdicated Go-shirakawa has indeed been inherited from preaching sources,
then the entire character of the narrative’s relationship to this Buddhist preaching must be studied.
In that instance, the elegiac viewpoint becomes important. Until the current point, elegiac rites have
been looked at from the position of both the quick and the dead, from the standpoint of preaching,

elegies of threat and persuasion both must be considered in their context within Buddhist preaching.
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