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— Abstract — 416

Comparison of Takehiko Fukunaga's Boukyaku no Kawa and
Jun-ai boom in 1960’s.

Kmwosuita Kota

The purpose of this paper is to illustrate how imagination was defined by the literature of it’s
time.

Previous research portrays Takehiko Fukunaga’'s Boukyaku no Kawa (The Lethe) as a polyphonic
novel and questions its universal theme of life, love and sin. However, it has overlooked the problem
that Boukyaku no Kawa shows suicide of past lovers as a “love story”. Therefore, this paper argues,
that Boukyaku no Kawa is a self-affirming story of the protagonist “Fujishiro” and a monologue text
to construct “Fujishiro’s identity”.

Takehiko Fukunaga, the author of Boukyaku no Kawa created works, which readers of that
particular time expected to read. For that reason, this paper focus on the story type called jun-ai
(In this context, jun-ai include pure love, pure relationship, and it is based on emotional intimacy
without any physical contacts) which was a trend at the same time as Boukyaku no Kawa Michiko
Oshima and Makoto Kono's A7 to Shi wo mitsumete (Staring at Love and Death) was also published
in December 1963, at the same time as Boukyaku no Kawa. During Japan’ high growth period in 1964,
this book became a best seller with over one million copies, causing a jun-ai boom.

The characteristic of a jun-ai story is to build an identity that is accepted by those intimately
close to them despite their awareness of their irrationality. Boukyaku no Kawa tried to represent an
identity through jun-ai, as a contemporary romance in the 1960's, not a guilty conscience due to past
unfortunate events.

In general, the story of jun-ai is about overcome misfortune, obstacles and conflict inspire readers’
emotions. It must pay attention to the jun-ai story, such as acceptance of unreasonable circumstances
and dedicate attitude toward lover, to play a part in the formation of romantic love ideology.

As previous research has examined, certainly Boukyaku no Kawa can be read like any story of
the universal theme “How to live life”. However, this paper highlights a different aspect, namely this
story connects with the contemporary context of how to live in a society which developed rapidly
and encompassed irrationality. Also it aims to prove that Boukyaku no Kawa shows the methods and
problems of telling and constructing the identity of jun-ai. Even in modern times, the story type of
Jun-ai is aimed at self-approval by talking about intimate two-part relationships of being loved. Thus,
this paper concludes that the story type of Boukyaku no Kawa is important considering the problem

of identity in the modern age from 1960, which is known as Japan’s high-growth period.
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