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136 — Abstract —

Script Representation and Law of Polis in Ancient Crete:
A Quantitative Study of Law Inscriptions.

Furuyama Yugi

The present paper is a quantitative study of law inscriptions in ancient Crete as a step of the
investigation of functions of laws in the Cretan Polis.

Chronologically, Cretan law inscriptions emerged in the second half of the 7% century in the
archaic period, and disappeared at the middle of the 5th century BC, except in Gortyn, where they
were made until tht_e end of the century. It seems that most of these Poleis in which they are extant
had graved law inscriptions only in the second half of the 6th century, and the periods before and
after then appear to be just like the Dark Age of the law inscription. In Dreros, where the earliest
law inscriptions in the Greek world were found, the Dark Age of law inscriptions have continued for
almost three centuries until the beginning of Hellenistic period.

Regionally, there were only 10 Poleis that have produced law inscriptions in archaic and classical
periods on Crete, and these cities are in the center and inland zone of the island where communities
were conservative. This means cities on the shore and of the western and eastern area don't have
the custom producing the law inscription because of their open character to abroad. We have another
blanks of law inscription in the pan Cretan sanctuaries of the Idaian cave and Kato Syme.

Although Crete had more than half of the archaic law inscriptions in Greece, they had been
graved on stones except for a bronze “mitra”, and there were very few stele types in contrast with
s0 many inscriptions on walls of the buildings in sacred areas. Some scholars have explained these
idiosyncratic phenomena of Cretan law inscriptions as a primitive belief of the divine stone in the
ancient world or a reflection of influences from Egyptian material culture, but we have to consider
them as something like a wall cult taking over Cretan traditions of ‘Megalon type’ temple and ‘cult
of ruins’ from the Early Iron Age. '

The ‘Spensithios Decree’ was the very rare case in Crete because of its bronze material and reuse
of mitra or a part of armors, but is very important for understanding the character of law inscrip-
tions as dedication items. The dedication to gods/goddesses was a kind of reflection of engagements
between human and god. Law inscriptions, which ancient Cretans engraved on walls and pillars in
the sacred place, were therefore the device to turn regulations by human into engagements with
God through the way of dedication. This means that after the process of reading aloud laws in the
sanctuary violators should blaspheme against God, and suffer the divine punishment. The notion of
oath and curse behind law inscription guaranteed the obedience of the law in the archaic Crete.
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