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116 — Abstract —

Muir’s first trip to Alaska and the fusion of science and literary
imagination: A reading of Muir’s The Trip of 1879

SuiBasakl Fumikazu

John Muir traveled to Alaska seven times, with his adventures and thoughts on the Alaskan
wilderness recorded in his posthumous work Travels in Alaska. Although well known, this book has
not been studied with great precision. This paper focuses on his Alaska travels from two points of
view. The first is descriptive and objective. The second focus is on identifying the type of thinking
that underlies the writing of Travels in Alaska.

We know that Muir first landed on Alaska’s Wrangell Island in July 1879, but we do not know
why he decided to visit Alaska or how he traveled there. Linnie Marsh Wolfe suggests that it was a
lecture by Sheldon Jackson at a Sunday-School Convention in the Yosemite Valley in June 1879 that
spurred him to go. Jackson had talked at the Convention ébout his missionary activity in Alaska.
But Wolfe’s assumption is demonstrably mistaken, as a letter to Muir from his friend Mackey (dated
June 2, 1879) shows that Muir had been planning to travel to the British Columbia area before his
meeting with Jackson. Also, Muir writes in a letter to Mrs. Carr (dated June 19, 1879) that he “may
visit Alaska.” This means that his trip to Alaska had not yet been definitely decided at that time, yet.
Muir’s letter to his fiancée Louisa and her family (dated July 9, 1879) implies that his meeting with
Lieutenant Calvin L. Hooper in Port Townsend should be considered as the original stimulus for his
trip to Alaska.

In Travels in Alaska we can see Muir attempting to fuse literature, intuition and science. He
opines that indigenous artifacts such as totem poles should be left in their original position; outsiders
should not be allowed to collect them for any reason. The study of native American society and
culture should be explored by means of what he calls “predication,” a fusion of scientific description
and subjective representation. This is a position that is closely related to his fundamental idea of the
“preservation” of nature. According to Muir, human being should as much as possible avoid inter-
vention in nature, and should strive let nature follow its own course.

Another fundamental term related to the protection of nature is that of “conservation,” the idea
that nature should be protected and maintained or stewarded for its sustainable use by human civ-
ilization. The idea of collecting indigenous artifacts and storing them in a museum for the benefit of
future generations can be seen as a form of “conservation,” but this is a concept that Muir opposes
under any circumstances. He is firmly of the opinion that societies and indigenous cultures should
be investigated by a combination of scientific observation and poetic intuition. The latter requires
that these artifacts should be left in place. ’
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Ya ¥+ I2—7 John Muir (1838-1914) iZAEECLEDT 7 XA W ERICHM? T, L OHHREE
Ly kA RRBE L, TAOIRBORKBECEAR K, HEFHBINY, EWicEEE T
Eohdhol, EBIWC [TI AW DhkE Travels in Alaskat L THIREN 2D, ERibIo—7
OERBERIZFEE,L LTV 4 ¥ - 78—V ¥ X Marion Randall Parsons KA & 7 4 7 A « R—
7 William F. Bade D#gsEE~T', HOROBED I L7,

N=V VY ZRANEZ, "N F ANy F-FEBRLOHHENT, Y14 Y T4 2)VE—William E. Colby
EHITEICRHBRCERL-Z ¥ —F - %—Y ¥ XEdward T. ParsonsDETHY , I2—-T70OE
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EROFIZE T, REDETFFTHRINTL F o7207 57z [Wolfe 1945, 3471,

[7 9 A H0kk] TGS T BRI, 18794, 18804F, 1890fEDRDFEFZTH Y, HTH
—BIHDOT7 5 AHERICE T LEFEEROREZ D TV5E, ACERICEES oz, €5
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I2—THPOCHALEDT T AN, 1867TEICOTTRLT AY ARSI THS 104EIF L
Lo THELT, BEOFMIPR T VIR 7,

T TIRITEI BV T - TRAYUAKH] 2BIL, H2F vy HEEPLT I A4 BBIH
U CERFELHERREZTo Tl [FAET 2014, 2], 4B, BREREELRSMO—DTHY,
Ty AOERZEERFICPETOTENT o7 [FAET 2014, 28] LALud 7 LHEHTEOB
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ERICBRTCEARR TR b ol Z0/0ud 7, FEHEBHIKEEZTo T 27 A YA
[RA ] 2L TEREEZRY, BELHEXEZED L WIHOET, MPEESZT> Tw20
7o 7s [FAETF 2008, 163-165]0

UYTIEBTIANKEDEE CHo7 [T 7 - 7 A &tk BRVDE, BERY OBLL
[HARTF 2008, 172-173], F—0 vy NOZGHFZEAB L ed o7 M) Y Fy MEICEBRELE L [F
AETF 2008, 149-155], o OWBEALRREEHR L7225 1867FEDT I AN THE T, ERIIT
FTORBEHERL Tz [HAET 2008, 173]. LALISS3ET 7}, AR VFEE, ud7
OBETEHIELISELAETI VR, 4AFVR, FAF—rEELORBEEZHEFIC (7Y I TR
G| W05 L, BROEBAICED LY, AFYAEFT Y T7EATIELETIAANERBHLTL -
BB LT RIEL b kol LPLBIETARETIANER, BT 7OHRLPLDHEY
WbEL, EKICBET [Gibson 1983, 171, ZZ TR Y7L, IRMICIXA Y RSHH L 2 25
EHRBIEFTFHEN, 7Y ITHRENIBRLTCVENT AYACT IAHORHNEZHLENT, 7
FGAHERTAVHCET L LT, HE,ALDAL ¥ AORYEMIET 2 & & I [Gibson 1983,
23), BEEET IANEHHTHILICEoT, BIL LD L DHBOBY LTSI L2 ER120
725 7= [Gibson 1983, 22-231,

—F, TAVARESTT I A HOWAR, BiEPERFE~ORFNEHEOHEKS, 772
HOPBICERERLTOEZESDRELFY RICEALDZEVI DD, BRODL LS
7= [Gibson 1983, 15-16]o =3 LTHENBBRIZ—HKL, 18674£3H0HTY Y ¥ D.C. T, 75
AADFRREIZETIE/P0TTET A AOMTREIE N0 072, FXHAD2MEDIEEEFD
R HIE, 72006 FLEWSI BB TRE SR, ZhUE, 1o—h—d70) 28y P LW ERO
FAE7Z - 72 [Gibson 1983, 15], 7:72L, &HHHEICHT LI TR TOBRRICBVC, 79AH% [Va
¥V Y KHBED [0 2 <@ polar bear garden] TH B &, [RT— FZEB*D [TA4 AKXy 7 X}
ice-box| IKBELVWRELTA2HHUSHINTREDOTIIEN, TR TOWHRIZI868ETH2TH
¥ O RIT TS S b o 72 [Gibson 1983, 15].
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YAEIZE o TEPNIZEY, ZORROHEE -T2, ZORITI86EIZENIN, 1STTEICHIEIR
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1879 D TDT T ANFRICB M o728, I 2—T7ENVA - A LYY xVLouisa Wanda
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COEDI 2 -7, 1868ERMDTI LI FOHEREES, L0 [EH] KHLTILIT
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ABIYEAES L DRFIRET 5% & LT [Kimes 1986, 1-25], 5 <RI ZOFEST SRS
LAl BoTw . FRMERBIIBVTYH, I —REOBATIVA LHEY, I 2—TIX197946
AI7THEZA ML Y 2 VRTCHERCHIBEHLRAALZDOE o727, ZLTRIEZO=ZH%E, 1HTD
T T AHERRANEFRIL o 720

Ra—TRRELEERMT II B Dakota W 7 IV AIOETHHL DX 187946 A 20 H
7257z [Grassick 2006, 201% (75 A A Dk} Tid 879405 A ICHM Lz ENh TV BT
(Muir 1915, L. 46], ZHi3fAI»rDOREVZES ),

)V 7 Linnie Marsh Wolfeld, 1879 D6 A7HE» 633 FCTiibh/: [ HEERKSE] Sun-
day-School Convention G, ¥ = WV¥ ¥ - I ¥ 7 Sheldon Jackson (1834-1909) #7727 5 A A
CHTHEICE LI, 32T T IAINOERKITEZ B¢ 2BTHhHi L LT
% [Wolfe 1945, 203]c LAL, 37 L TRV -TA 5 THH T Y OHIET Z0%I12H $THES
B RDTIANERORTEZEZ A LRWELA D, YV 7O, I2—TIICET2
Z L DERHET, ShIXEHRDLIIKZIANRLATEY, ZOEBHIBDTKRKEWS, Zhik,
EFRIUTT, I3LIFTO [HRERRE] o7 5ANFERICEL T TORETFLIRIELT
HBBHZEIZLI,

ILIFCHEIN: THEEEAS] X, ¥ 3 b —5EH Chautauqua Movement D—B % LT
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Toh7=bDTHb, Yab—HEENE, Y3~ -y b John Vincent i (1832-1920) DiEHg
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BOTELDALDPLESN, €4 F7 - b— X~ b k¥4 Theodore Roosevelt it = DEB S L
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YMIHFL, 20®% BOPrOI VTSP NTERIZED, 6 H6HICT LI FREBICHEL
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2T OERED, "MIVIRFX VT T FAX—OBEECLSREREODORR L, 98E10
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¥4 7 - &4 v b =—Josiah Dwight Whitney (1819-1896)»3i< %% | subsidencell kX 5 DT
5L, BEOKTOFEHICL > THEREINLIDTHEILEZH V- ERBEIRTVE, ¥ 75>
YARADFTA Y — - AT =0T - TV F 4 V#& Daily Evening BulletiniX, 6 A 13 BfiDitHTHH
DBRTERL, [EOBEIRENLIFFLELA] EA TS (Kimes 1986, 145), ¥ 7 [HIBE
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199]
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Ald, A2 ICEEROBECZE5 2 T0wE 0L 9 72o72] 28U TWAD [Kimes 1986, 1451,
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Big Trees L 723 2 — 7T OB HHES T, 32—TRESIZEOR, I I FREOFENTH
T, BMBEBOLDIIERLEF YV T 774X -0V EEL, T34 7 D54%] The Distribution of
the Sequoia Iz 2WTHEE->Tv 5 [Kimes 1986, 145]c A 412, 3 I TEBFORKLEODT, %
REFr v TTI7AY—ORICBL LHENA-TEIFEE, 32—T7D[EY] IbTHEN, 3
LIFOREFRLIE, BEFIILL T3 (Vincent 1879, 19910

FLIFTORKE, ISHOHBA I cHMtsh, I5HICHASLE —f7), 750 %
IOBH2007 4 VBT AEYF L —Monterey KB LTWA, S T6A22THMST7TH4HE
T, BEETO2RHOASHBERINT, ZOED [HBZEKAE] BETLTWwS [Vincent 1879,
2001,

BTV T4 yEKIZ6 A3 BAORET, ZOATICHITLTWA Y a¥7 - 7 v 2 Joseph Cook
(1838-1901) 7, LA v h=—0 [MER] 2B LR/LCOIA, I2—T Ik 5—ED
HHELBT, I2—7OXKFHI MEELZ) LH|UTYVS [Kimes 1986, 145), 7 v 71}, KR
P EROICEEGESE L TWBER T, 4REREXTIALNRTWIANGTL D722 L2 b,
TNVT A4 BB EORTFEFEZ-bDEEDbRS,

3. ¥V NIOVWTD3IR 2—T7 DAY

ILIFTO [HEFRAE] OfED, I2—7HI LI FEHELLERLBIMEAHTH S,
LA edbIa—7Ti 6 AIHICRFOEEREToTHHIIHETHEL-ZLEZHLHIT
Hb, ~FTVx 27V 9B TIAATOEBEBDICOVTHELTBY, T2—73FBIC]
HHO#HEEZIToTWwh, COILPHLI2a—THETx sV O#ELYEE, ZAFILIFTTHA
BFEXLETHAH)Z i3, BERICEL v,

Ty VIZERROEMN TIHR LB ERkPresbyterian DISEN L2 E¥MTH 2 L FEFIC [Crad-
dick 2013, 20 ], 79 A A TORHEL BERO [XAL] civilization I K & L REE R LAY
7 [Craddick 2013, 11)o Y ¥ 27 VVR7 5 A A TOREZEBZEL T, ZL{OEREFERL, HEKL
7 TRBEHE] CEoT, AEROIIULL ) A ML % T o 72 L S TWw 5 [Craddick 2013, 9]
FERICHTHII L [XHL] HEOBIZY v 27V ik, RERORERERNERYONEE
BT Th EHAIOGNTVE, VPr 2V D2 ) LK, BERBCAREETREAL
TVLELLITbRTW2b DT, RHEOAL CEEFRORBHFE L DENICHBETL-0THo
kb, HEOFXBEIIHTIELGE LTELZ D THo/-2 S Tw5b [Carlton 2006, 1-2],

HOUWEIZHT MR FTPINTVBE X ) TH D, Bk HEOBEANRERREE &FOFERNIES
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122

BE LA, BOBERORIUL, CTOLLL0BRLFHELTVAREV)OPEELS Ly, Li
L, ABZRICL->TOREZBEL LTRAETR LS, SHORKZNBRERISKOP THAL
LTwz, EETE)ITLIITELRVESS ., RELBE, HONEML, KOoBKETHET) VR
b ¥ K EYEE Princeton University Art Museum &, 75 A B DY b HSitkallh bz V¥ -
I x 7V HEWEE Sheldon Jackson Museumn {2 - BiR&h, FEMNIZ, BELREKFNEEL
LTEHIEZGNT WS,

[ 779AADKE T2V Y OBRHBBTL 2BFR-SFHL. LHrLEALIE, F—OXKS:
KT AIDOR0T, EERICR—HFLIZVDOICE LY, I2—7%RE-HRIB7H14BIZ5
v VB Wrangell Island i2HZE L, 0% % <235 7 7 B Baranof Island BRI ET 2 F Az
Hpof:# TA20HICETS Y FIVBICRY, I2—TRIITHETHITVS, ZOB—#ICT
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[Muir 1915, L. 215],
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K[MF Yy V¥ —Cassiar 55 Y L, #ER2LELTFAF v v FEChilcat ELHIE~ORE
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NHADYDE o178, ERFCHEREMHTELVIA 7DD ST, FD72HZ OMBIIHITH
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IO FVEL oTLE) LT D, o THRARHH, FVF VRS RIThERLRW, &
VI BRPERELEDDE 572, Hlehd (FERABKBRD] 4 RRE (&) #ify) 25
ZRE (L) BFEHHEE) KBV TELELA» DX, BNl (LedhiEizsin
EnH ) A, WreElE (OfF) 2EBLTLESZDOTHS, [Muir 1915, L. 618-621]

CZREHELPIIVY IV YL [BRE] O—1T%, BPHL TSI 2 —TOREPRENRTH
BEEoTINESLH,

F-BloLzsicid, HEL] EWIRKBTY Y2V &L, HPEERO M —FAR—-VEHF
LRAIELTVAERTFIERINTVE, FrEr v VEROELRIBAOHITZIY kD, 57
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HBEFNHILICLE BRADA VT4 T7VICEBE, 20K RETLATHS (6040570
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MAMEND XD % FAV LELWEIEC TR [Muir 1915, L. 769], I 2—73f7-oTHS &,
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