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32 — Abstract —

Toward Understanding the State Formation Process in
Peripheral Region of Japan in the Sixth Century

Sasaki Ken'ichi

This paper summarizes the major results of archaeological excavations conducted at the Dainichizuka
Mounded Tomb, Namekata City, Ibaraki Prefecture, eastern Japan, fifty miles northeast of Tokyo.
The mounded tomb is keyhole-shaped, and is 36 meters in length. Archaeologists consider that it was
constructed at some point in the late sixth century, A.D. Dainichizuka is famous as the possible site
of the discovery of a monkey-shaped haniwa figurine, nationally designated an Important Cultural
Property and in the collection of the Tokyo National Museum. The Dainichizuka is also well-known
among archaeologists as a mounded tomb where a corridor-style burial chamber was introduced for
the first time in the southern Ibaraki region. Although corridor-style burial chambers came to be
widely adopted in Japan in the early sixth century, the introduction to the Ibaraki region was as late
as the late sixth century. Excavations of this mounded tomb were expected to shed a new light on
such issues as exactly when a corridor-style burial chamber was introduced to this region and which
type of a corridor-style burial chamber appeared for the first time in this region.

As a result of the excavations that took place in March and August, 2015, we discovered a
variety of haniwa ceramic figurines in large quantities. The haniwa assemblage consists of at least
two house-shaped, at least three woman-shamans, at least one warrior, and an animal of unidentified, -
species. Typological analysis of the khaniwa cerainic shaman figurines indicate that they were made
in the late sixth century. Typological analysis of ceramic pottery tends to indicate that they were
made in the late third quarter or early fourth quarter of the sixth century. These date support our
previous interpretation of the date of this mounded tomb.

Unfortunately, parts of the burial chamber were completely destroyed. We did confirm that the
remaining portion of the burial chamber was the main burial chamber where the dead was buried.
We could not conclude whether there was another chamber between the main burial chamber and
a corridor leading to the burial chamber or not. If there had been indeed another chamber, it would
have been the earliest dated example of this multi-chamber type corridor style burial chamber.

The burial chamber was modified to a small Buddhist shrine in the late seventeenth or early
eighteenth century. The name Dainichizuka means the mound of Buddha Vairocana, and presumably
Vairocana was enshrined. The shrine was shut down again in the late eighteenth century, but it seems
that all the kaniwa ceramic figurines discovered in the process of the modification of the chamber
into the shrine were preserved, and re-buried in the late eighteenth century. The excavations of the
Dainichizuka contributed to our understanding of the late sixth century history of the Ibaraki region
as well as of some aspect of the religious history of early modern Japan.
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