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Xuerengui Zhengdongzhuan of Guizhou Version:
A Study of Chinese Opera of Vernacular Chant (Cizanxi)

Fukumrrsu Masahiro

Anhui Nuo is performed on a clan of village. Chizhou Nuo is the best known Nuo opera of Anhui
Nuo. Chizhou Nuo Opera is divided into three performing formats: Nuo Ritual. Nuo Dancing and
Nuo Drama. The complete stage performance must be mixed with dramatic plot, role-playing, type
of role, and giemo (settings, scene and props). The performing skill can only be learned through oral
instruction and the personal teachings passed on to disciples in person from generation to generation.
Therefore, the performing art of Nuo opera is normally passed on within a clan from generation to
generation. There may be two sacrificial ceremonies (in which the Nuo opera are performed as a
must) a year: the “spring sacrificial ceremony” that is held sometime between the seventh day to
the fifteenth day of the first lunar month and the “autumn sacrificial ceremony” that is held on the
fifteenth day of the eighth lunar month. Apart from these two ceremonies, there is no performance
at all throughout the year.

The dance, which has a strong local flavor, continues in many villages in Guichi County of
Chizhou today. Surrounded in the mist of incense and smoke, Nuo dancers, colorfully dressed, walk
on stilts and wear masks while performing, expressing their wishes of sacrifice to their ancestors,
praying for blessing and dispelling evil. While performing in mountainous villages, dancers have to
put masks on their foreheads, letting the audiences who are standing on the surrounding slopes to
see them clearly. To accompany the dancing, the music instruments range from drum, bell, earthen
bowl, bamboo flute and Suona. There is a popular saying among Chizhou area that a village would
not be considered a village without Nuo opera.

When Chizhou Nuo Opera is performed, it normally has three integrated components: Nuo
dancing, main performance, and salutatory &and complimentary remarks. Some of the well-known
repertoire of Chizhou Nuo are “Xue Rengui”,”Liu Wenlong”, “Meng Jiangnii”, “Fan Silking” and “Zhang
Wenzxian” etc.

On this research I studied the story of “Xue Rengui”of Guichi version. Guichi is old and famous
place name of Chizhou.

Xue Rengui (614-633), was one of the most famous Chinese generals during the early Tang Dy-
nasty, due to references to him in popular literature. During his career, he participated in successful
campaigns against remnants of Western Tujue and against Goguryeo.

Xue Rengui’s life was dramatized in a number of fictional works. The most prominent of these
works were the play Xue Rengui’s Glorious Return Home, by the Yuan Dynasty playwright Zhang
Guobin and an anonymous novel from Qing Dynasty, Xue Rengui’s Campaign to the East, and so
forth.
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In these many versions, four versions have close relation to Guichi version. First is Xue Ren-
gui’s Campaign to the Liao Dynasty of Yongle Emcyclopedia version (1408). Second is Xue Rengui’s
Campaign to the Liao Dynasty of Chenghua ballad-narrative version (1471). Third is Xue Rengui of
an.anthology of Chinese opera Feng yue jin nang (1552). Forth is Xue Rengui kua hai zheng dong bai
pao ji of Fuchuntang press version (17 century).

I comparede Guichi version whith these four versions. In these four versions, I discovered that

two versions had close relationship whith Guichi version. These two versions are Chenghua bal-
lad-narrative version and Fuchuntang press version.
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