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162 — Abstract —

The Old Testament Illustrations in Byzantium

Taxicucul Mika

Byzantine Prophet Books and Interpretation of their Images

The Prophet Book contains the full text of the twelve Minor Prophets (Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadi-
ah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi) and the four Ma-
jor Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel) of the Septuagint in orne volume.

There are about 50 manuscripts of the Prophet Book datable to before the 15th century, and
seven of them are illuminated. Among the seven illuminated manuscripts, two contain the twelve
Minor and four Major Prophets with catena. Two manuscripts also contain both the Minor and
Major Prophets, but without catena. One contains only the Minor Prophets, while the other con-
tains only the Major Prophets, with a catena in each case. Finally, one manuscript has only the
book of Isaiah with catena.

The system of illustration is also varied: four of the manuscripts have full-page miniatures
with portraits of a single standing prophet. One manuscript has the bust portraits in medallions.
Two have the portraits located in the text either at full-length or at halflength. Three manu-
scripts have a few narrative illustrations in addition to the portraits. All of them belong to the
genre called the Prophet Book, but their content and the system of illustration are rather hetero-
geneous.

In this article, a brief description of each manuscript is given, and some features in the illus-
trations are remarked on. The portrait of Micah in the Chisi manuscript seems rather peculiar
among the other portraits. He is looking back over his shoulder, but his head is turned almost 180
degrees, making the connection between his head and back rather awkward. Why did the painter
adopt such a peculiar posture?

The outdoor landscape with the blue sky in vat. gr. 1153 and 1154 seems to provide a different
visual effect in comparison with the gold background of the Chisi manuscript. What message can
we read from such particular arrangement in the background of the prophet portrait?

The illustrations of the Bodleian Prophet Book depict the mountainous landscape that is much
more exaggerated in comparison with the modest depiction of greenish lands under the feet of the
prophet in vat. gr. 1153. Did the artist insert rocky mountains, often as high as the height of the
prophet, simply to fill the larger blank spaces on either side of the prophet? What requirement did
the illustration try to answer with this odd arrangement?

Finally, the narrative cycle of the prophet in the Bodleian manuscript and the Vatican manu-
script (vat. gr. 755) are discussed. What message can we read from these particular scenes that
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form the brief narrative cycle of the prophet’s life?

Some peculiar details discussed above are to convey the very essence of the prophet and his
life. At first glance, the illustrations of the Prophet Books appear to be banal and uninteresting,
repeating the portrait of the prophets rather automatically. However, the differences found in
each manuscript seem to give us some clues to understanding the unique connotations in each
case. The surviving illustrations reveal ideas behind their productions that seem quite different
from one another.



164
Y7 4 VIHBNEEEROFZIIOWT

O x F

-8 EY T« U IENRESERLFEBBROTEM

reic®

Y514 VFETE, Fi# - BHEELSTE RIS, SEb LA BEFICR S EY
ELTOEZEILTLO MR DOTERL, HHEE HIrVEIIEHEEO I E, Bl
—EOEMIBEDIEERNEEL CHEE N, 2L 213, BREEORMOAE (Alttit, Moy
7 MR, VEER, BEGE HAE) —&IlN0doil, ARE (RrYy7Fvuy) BERERIER
b, $7z, ARFIHRSEE Fva7id i, voi) 2mAc, A0 E —EITIL
DIERE, NKE (F2755927) BRELTHLOATWAS, HFiHBEEDI L, w54, <o,
Vi, BNFZEZEOOFEEELS 2 —BICBEONEEEERE, ZTFULEHAFEL WS, &
DMDBEERIZIZ, FRWEWDLZDD, #2777 THEAHTEREME (FATVELET LT
BET) zlOd0, BALAICRESNOEEEYAR (L2 yaF =) ¥dY, Vv
KXo THRETHAERMIRE - T 5,

AETLYV DTS, EFrF1 VHEEEEAD I, IHEZEO—BRS (HED) %, —%0EA
WD 7-BERT % YV TH B, HUBEEOHSE R, +TToMESE 7, a1, TEA,
FNFAT, AF, IH, FIA, AN2y, 77T, NAAL, EAVT, °v59F) L, LoD
KEEEH (A¥¥y, =L 3I¥, ¥RV, FoI)) PEINRTVS,

Y74 VESEERORBE LTE-ICHIFoNs0id, BHEARZICMA T, BREREDOER
(BFFEREIND) PEEZRITATVWBEILTHE, #7H1E, AXEZRYVBELGECRESH, £
XEYBNELLFICLE o TRHENZD, KL ELERMPREFAINEZ EE V. BREEOY TF
PR N7z, EEEALOAERTHEGLENT, ERRIVS{OEHERT L L%
D, EREROEARD S LWL,

THRMRE CICHES AL EF Y 71 YEEEEARR, AHRBRERFEL VS, Z20) HLEXR
PEREALTBY, AWTRENSLOOHEEEERIIM ENLWHEE L D BIF TR LIV, BF
TAREDOHESHEEAR (Vat. gr. 2125) 1213, HRIER LAV, EELAOREHMI S, LEEED D



Y74 VIBRBEEEROIGIIONWT 165

WIEABRIEOHEL L 6N 5P,

LHOFRA Y FHSEEARDI b, BRI, TZ0ONEEE WOoOKHESE, »7 748
NTwb, JIOZERZEZ, BULL+HZONEEFLHEONOKFEEEFNWEINTWEY, TOZER
CAFFEROEV, EEROIMICIMAT, TOSAEEEOAZELERLS—M, MNOOKEE
FOREECERP—MAELTBY, WFRI I FFEHFATV D, BHEO—ERZE, H7+2&
T, TADHEHED ) LA FYOHBEDAEZEOHHLERTH 5,

HEFERIMA SNBROAER, HEEOHBTH-7. HEOEE (£8% 3 EFB)
R, TR (&% F WERR) &Y, 20N —Y 3 RRONBIOD, FHEEHLEXR
L7=EBEZOREZHNTVS, EWVIRRHEBICBVWTINET 5, MTIC, & eo k) i)
I—vavBRLNEDD, FIBLTBELW, —HDZ AL 73, £EFEE (R—V2KEiHFgo
DI EL) 1T, HEEDNEBEEMTHLDID, Z2B0 ¥ 4 71d, BULLEEFROMARA T4
oy, EEHFOMBREHMEANZDD, EEHOLHLERTUKE, LHE2RTWED MK
P, —HVOBEROPTHOFTORTwEr—2bH b, BEEOHBICMA T, HEWLEEL
EUEXRLEONS, EEFBRICHLT, FFA L+ - 27 20—BIHFRAOHZEVATY, BHE
ZOBBEHBLEVILATY IBRONE, 0L, HEBEABRICIIERONN) -V 3
VHERLND, LROFEAY EEEERE, [HEEEAER] L) —20 V¥ Y VIIHTITY —4
FENBY, BERPICEINDF XX OMEE HBEoIA 7R LTLAFA—-LwIbIITiRE

Y7 5 1 B BEERELERE Vat. Chisi. R. VIII. 54,9

Frx 4 VXRAERE, BHETH>EMOFBRAYVEHEISETEADH b, REDEFATH 5, 1923 4,
Ty T4k VEEEREEICL VEASN, BEROY A X3 402 X 313cm T, EFr 71 VYBEXR
OFTRABOITHEICET 5. B£7 4+ T7H493C, KED 7+ 72T IEEKOERIF, KD
EECHRTEREN D S, BEAOHELLTE, T2ONHEEEFLNOOATEEETRTEEA,
RIWMEATAHTF2#HE LT 5, BFETHIESEOHBRET—T, TROEBRD I EHEESRITT
Wa A, FIELIIETAATRTCOBEEEOH BB EH 0TV ER LI ENFERTHS I,

EW U514 VERTE, =YD LE2 704 BER7+VT) LY, BEOT7+IT%
DEFEEDIILAEDDORE, 274X LER, —8IC, ANTAYTHE—=I 74 V%R TH. 2L T
EoNir A% %, BERBRLEELI LI o T—HOERIMESH TS, EBRIIHIKC, 7
TAXOFZETNEY, BT+ ) FICHINT, BASNDEZERDH B, Fr 4 VXRAERICE
WTd, EEBEOHBIE, 774 YHICHARENRLT7 AV ATREL, 774 YHh O L-EH
D7 F Y FICH PR TS,



166

FAEASHSL L7 4 VA ICHANABE, HREFF 2 M SEBICHES R Th s L REIC
HWT5ZEITERV, BERD, ARFREPHRLLVELRZHOBRICEARLETE, HilicHE
BERBATDIZEND 072720 Th b, FY 4 VXAERDERIE, FFX A EARTIE
BTED, HEENHIOEGERL L, EHFICLTOAEWICTENLXEY, FXELRA—0F
FEIZL S TEINEWETE LR THHY,

kU J B EEERTE Taur. B.1.2
T4V, 9LV« 7FEEERR Laur. Plut. 5.9%

FNIVERET 4 VY 2 BRI, BEN4OREHICIEENTVEY, »OoTC—HivoESHE
EREZHEHE LTV 5 LY, MFIINEEE BEIREEELHFEILLAEART, HHREHEFICH
EENze PUJERIZIZ8 X 295cm, 74 LYY rBEKRZIS X275cm Thb, BEADKE &
PIENZ EP LD, ZERPPIHEEFLARBEEELLR S —D2DL Y FTHolZ &5 phbh
5,

ZEROY A XRFPTVBY, T+ VA HEIKEL RLoTwD, NIJEROT7+ U FH931C
HLT, 74V YV 2ERIEIBO 7+ T2HLTWS, BROANFORER-TWSD, MY JER
i, MHEFOTF A MIKNL-T, TZAOHERLROMES, RBAEOE 7 +) 7TICfHdrh T
Who =%, 74 LY 2EBERE WOORHEHEHOFHIC, EETHLIFHEZOHBEIWA
ENize 72720, 74V VYV 2BERIBOTHELTWADER, WADEEEN I LL I YD YK
DOARTH b,

RVTF 4 7ERT 7y udBFRICEI UL, M) EREFIESE, BEIRIN-FVIZHEH—
R (EZHEMHFRE Cod. GKS 6) O—#THo2d%, BIILIOBFIZL > TaARIN—F
BERPSYVHESNT, AOBELLIEERL 20726 LT, arvn—Fri b)) oZERE,
W= U7 Ny EFENRS, 7FAPEESRTLOOHFROFEHRITEI—RL T 5,
F72, 2TAXDF N VIPEFELT VD, ARYNFVERE, F+—2 71 P 5HETE o
Twb, RRERIE—ITAXYPOLBBENEBDTH B0, ARYN=FVEEPL, HiEo
—# BE—~FE+ 7 747) PRBLTWABI LEEWRW, —F, N JEEROITALYIE,
—PoMHE ST, FETETOFINY U ITBELNTWE, TR X, M) )EREIRIN-FV
EAXADFFO—HEEDTWILE XS, INUN=FYERZ, MEOE (3758, HE, anv
FOEE, Bk VOETYOHNEOE, VOEVOHE VIR 2—E0I)LIDLINTH
5o MNESELAEOERWDLZEEY, 2O TC—MOERERR L CVALELONSD,

75 4 h L REERERER Vat. gr. 7557

T T4 H Y755 FRTHRICHESNAEART, 465 FITETTICY 7 7 4 4 VEFEERE



B Y7 4 VIBREEEROIERIIONT 167

DO TH I EFMONT VS, ZOMDIEEA YV HEEEEAR)Y, NAEEEHLIVEZTZ
MNEEE, FLRZOAAEEATVRIDIENLT, TOERIZEINSTIA ML, 1 FYOHEE
DA THb, EEEALITMAT, FXEHITFIFENTVED, BEEDRE X365 X 28¢m T,
26 7+ TEELTVD, TADEIEEED) LA FYOHEOAZECERIL, WO THAKT
HEN, 7TAXERERL I TAXDF N VI hOHTT 51, JIOERO—HTHo 7RHFIZRA

LY, HIELME Y, MY L—MOL FYEERTH -2 EZ bNb, BRI, AGIZHORF
BEALTED, WTFhb 7 U4 XY P oML L-BHMO7 + ) FICHrhTnb,

BRAOFRIZ, HEEEAFYOULET, BROFAMCUNAOHXOREEHWOOREX YL 3
YHEINTWS, MADERIE, NV VAR, FFHFFVIA, 29U, 74+ FoRAEHERIH
5 (EAZBETAIHBBRPICEEINTORWY), FYFVICEIRE ZORADEZFEHFF
O—BHIZHioTHTL AZEND, 41X LEBITIIRMINLZL LW,

“HHoOERIE, ROBAMEERATOBRAMEOBIOESHEA FYEHNTVDE, IO
i, A YELEBZIMO (DA LOMBELEE2BL /DL LOVFTEEIS 2B LROE
T1UCED L DYVFER]D O%) BN KEHERTE Paris. gr. 139) (M 20 E& TR TBY, 9
TV, A FYEEROBRDY ) FRE] OFGESREL, BHELZENLTWEY,

ZERBORRIE, A FYORBBEERBNDOT, ERAOBRRIZBLONLTWS (fol. 225r) 4
Fxd, RHEFOFEIL - T, EEE-sTOIW I EINL ) ELTWwB, A FYDABDEEIL,
28 BN MEEFTEOX Y ¥ 7 EEAR 510 EF (Paris. gr.510) KHRONEY, 57 ORI &
E, Y 510 FFEHEDOEFT IV E LTEH SN LIZERICLL, Y7 T4 h VERABBR L0
i3, BiHOF ¥4 VRRABERTH 75 LnY,

4 FYEEROTFEY A 7 Vi, BRICHIN-FHZOHE, ROBAMREERTOBRAMEICIZS
FNLHEBATFY, [ FYORYE, ZOZFHICIoTHEEINE, 77 Vi, HHEEIYT S 9
OERZFo TEINDOA FYHESEEALMEL I LZEEL TV, LRI TwEY,

Fv I R74—F, KRNL A7 RELEFHE Laudianus graecus 30 A

SYFLTXRAERIE, 1650 FEREHT Y FICEYVRFL A 7 VRIEHEICFH S, ZOBXR
X, ABRRLHEERDERL=ZDODWADLHEoTWh, E—8IF, HEOE S, a~LIoFE
B MK IV OFFANL, FTVOERCAERED, FIHIE, TROBESEFFALME, H
BHEOHBERET S, HZHIE, VT IOETY TOEREIOWTRTTFA M THHA, BiHD
AT, FERTAMRETH L, THD=07F, =BT LHTHAREIN,

B—HMOEEDLATY M, — 73V ARCDOE—TFAD T+ —7y b T, —IFAKDEM+
FOBMIBIPNT VS, EfhPD, TBROFELENShD. SoROESHE, —74Y
FRZASATFEINE T+ =<y bT, IFLDTHRE=ZFT—1TTH 2, ETHOESHEIR, 3
T, EROFETI &L, E—WLE=ZFHichEnl, EROPEHIELON TV E, &A%,



168

2IAXDFINY Y TE—DOIETEo TS, SO EHS, FHELW, EEZREAEEZLHD
TWizbkERb. DFVE—RLEIIL, FRINLADEREL LCHfEENZ D D%, BRAOES
KERIZEVWIZ L TH A,

TR, ESHESEOBRBRIIOVWTERLEV, BEOHEEERICRONAHEEEDHMBRIC
Mz T, ZAOHBHER OIS, F—OBEIEIERIC, RVOZHEF S VELCEFLEFNBASN
770

EEETLIXICLBERKIUL, EBVEBOANDFHIrN, TOANPRIIVIVYHETHLLE
ZoNB, ¥=LVEORMOFEIE, HMFoRBCETFAENA, 5V A @FE2RICELL
TR BB OF—VHErhb, Yoo, ZHOHFIIREIFNTUED, FZLLVED
RO, Yo VOLIEORIZHBLANECEBREZH N ZHDT, FoVEETELAGHGNL T
WickSWT W,

TITATRAAERIE, WFFeEEhv. T, HWROANS D LRICE ) BIFLZEER (Fv
AVRABR, 74 VY 2BR G774 0V 755%) LidREoTw5, LEROSERDERIL,
WINLLHEFRT, —BafAZHEROLDIEERLTVE, LIANIITE, FHFA L EHEE
TATAD—EIC, FREBEANSLZDDAR-ABRITONT VS, BFED, £7+ Y FI0HE
EFEAPEESELTOCE, S8R N - a5 ACHFRAOZERERL, F5R N EBEELR
%, TNEERICET, £ TEAOHNI, BRFIEFFOHBGEMEANS, L) HlfEARIH
MEhsd, RGOS, EFRELERP4ICHEL-bDE, BERORKET—2ItE Lo
v, =}, FFAL - 3T 20—WIIHFRIEA SN I 5HE, BEFELERIBHIEEL 245
HEZED TV ZEFRBELENL, SCfirhABEEE -1k, BAOWEREICHE LTI
L, HEFEFREIBEHABL, HIHIEVBIAEPY OBET, MHOZEKR (Fr4 YR
ABER, 74VIVER Jr74 v T56H) KCRONAL LSk, EILHOESHE dbsH0
BaY SRR MCUDHEBBRLIIKRE(ERRAHBLAA B LT 5,

FIRRBERBICBEIN TS LY, BEOBR»r OHEERZHELESL Z LIid# L v, HIfEE
Rz, oS TFFAPOFHRIKRLT, TTHEFZEE R HEMEAEEZEZ 5N TV,

FYIRATF—F, Za—-Hly SEHERFHE 4

Za— ALy VERE, TZONEEE NOOKESHERMRAT, I/ EE—HSEN
H ELTII9Y49R - ST AOEEPSOBRBICE > TR SN, BT ONTHZD
2, MESE, KESERTOATH S, BEHOHEKIEE, 2EBETERL, EFENFFA L -
T AR RN, BRVEEZAERDDOTHS, TONRY—VIE, BHOITTIF4TIRE
RL@ET 2, EEHOH MG, LHEFOFHIKEINTWE, TAADEEERICMEIT, ¥
¥7, NV7, ZVLIX, AFUVFOHBIEIERTWS, e EXFTOHMBKIE, X7 OERNE
EFNH L FYEEBEIHOFHITENRTVE, NV 7 OB BNV I ECEL-TRRER, ©



EY Y7 4 VI HHBEFEROFZITOVWT 169

LIYOBEBIERZLVIVYOHY (RKRESELHYT) oFHIC, RFrFoHKE, F=x V&I
L B S hTtns,

SHFVICENE BRAOBRE=2— - ALy VEREFEFIZ I MEEEREI TVWEER
B, TFR, ARF TN, Fv AT 45— FIZE—H, BFZABELCVE (TFAELEE
SEFK Cod. 44; A AF VT =, vV THTEBRIE Cod gr. 13; v 7 A7 4—F, KFLVAT7VHE
FEEPTR Auct. E. 216)0 = 2— - Ly VERZHELAETAE, A—TEBICBWTHEIN:D
DEHRMENE Y, SYFUiZ, WERY, EEEEGDETHPEEFLXEHBA—HivessZ
LABRILTHIESN-DDTHBLEZTWEY,

5754 B R BLERA vat. gr. 1153-1154"7

ZOEREZ, BETHHRAVESEERAPROIFTLVERDODOT, BEZHIGTTHRASH
Twb, HELH—BThoEERE, BHEOBHEOBIZ, THIHTTHALET I LI, Fhid
EBLWIZ ETERV, 7FAMORAER, NMEEELRKESET 17572 H2T05, 1153 %
243407+ ) 7REL, ¥4 X13508 X 37.7cm THh b, —F, 114 FIFL127 7+ V7 %AFL
TWwb, BERFHICII S NREMER S, BEDOT A 13495 x 355cm Thb. ZDERDIF
Rz, MAESEQEFFEELELRoTWAEVI L TH D, BEIR, 1Py, T3y,
IEFIN, FoIVDIETH B, TITERIVIVHEENFET, 41 ¥y, o FFTn, y=x
W, TVIVDJHE o TWb, I FVOHEMICINE, KREZVIVOHFIPEINLITTO
74 A2, BRIBRoTHICLEFINVOERERHNTLE oz, FNERIEFRED, 2BHS
HOMRFZ ANEZL L Z L 2ROV, HEELRROERFZFY, 1Y, TLIVYORICTF R
FEFEEELTWE, TLIYOFFAMFHEHIC, TEFIVEIPNRTVES, L) EiTho
TLEHe —F, FFAIOEFEZANELNE, T EFIVOFFAMNERCIEFIVOYSGE
ELLBTEIUHNTE D, ZOLDREEEOIEFAANEZ SRz W) #MTH LY,

BRERTALE, W OPOFEWLEIIANrENs, EEEDOMN > TWAHIED, HRICES
ZLTBY, PP EINLTY S, HEREOTFRICE, £RTR2FaIAvLNL, T ¥FI ik
HEWTIERL, BEEREFICLTVS, BRI, LRESETILIBETEFLEORY (Th)¥a—
b)) THHID, EEEORLYWE LT, BYOHFBLESDLY, ZIU L o THY BEELE
Tl%L) HEFETHHI L%, BMHUCRIZBIRIDILNTEEDNLTHD, T 7 ¥ OHEHIC
I, 29 L7awK oro@aWiail, TOBERQEKD, dEd LEEEEICEDLIWMETH>
2 EPOELLEDDOTHD LS, BEEHICHEDLAIEEIE, LEALEERI VRS V74 7 KY
A ZELSENLBIIS]WT, BEEECHIz>o Tz, REZIE, VYT, 7 F=7, ¥n
R, TRV 4 T7RHRETHBYE, 29 LgBhoflonizi, SHoRECLTLIRbRWE
ERBPHRARENE, Lo, BEHEEE L TEREMAZERDY, ZOERALRE LY
i, BeabIESEGEEAN LS, LW HERAE D0,



170

2 AEETFEROFE

K2 DERDOHWEERE, FROKRPLFF A b OEREIZEIOWTHIENDE, Fy L UVXRE
ROFEERE TR PEE, M VERET 4 LYY 2 BERIEHIBRER, U7 T4 0> 755 Fid
+ LR, R LA 7 VERERIC=2— - A Ly VEREHZHER T 23+ 2 0EE,
F 74 A v 1153-1154 FiFF =R E0FWEE b, EEOBRAVEEEEERDS L, Hw
FH ORI OERTE, HESTFA 07 74 YEROPICHAATRTE LT, Billo7
VAP N TS, WTFRABIFEE F XA PIABRODIDTHLERLZEATHED,

PERTERLI I, EFVF4 vASHEEADT ¥ X FORRR, {1 FYORT—00AhEE
EXAPLTROBPEETRCEMMA-DOETHY, #7T2ELd0, BFkndo, HEEIMN

BEALZELDLD, BEINOXEFELIORE, EILEMERTDH b,

—FHEEE, EFOBERSFELL) ICHEZEOHBERH VTV, Hofhiz, HEHEIMZ OIS
CEbHol, HArDEEROHEMFIIOWTIE, MELI D kDI rolzd L, Bk EDOH
EDFVEBIITONADE, LHMLNTVWAEER (F=x), 1Y, Ia355) OAT, #
RUSNOFHESHICOWTE, HEFPEDOLRTWEbIFTRED» o7z, BIROZ 4 713, BHOH
EHEOHMTHVEIINZ12DIZ, HEEROHERTIFOHEGY, HOBELRDSFLIIRA L LY
A TTHPNELEIL D o7, MEBOUBERLIE Do T, BMREIFIZEFVELELEZLE
MolcbEZ b5, 'Ei")l/&:&éfﬁr’ff%?b‘$7ﬁb-ﬁgo7‘:abf% ERIILHT LS EFNVIHED 2T
NERLHRVEREL D ozb LR,

HEFELEO G, ThZPWVHRBORMEHL, BERIED LN T L T2 THMEIZHA
EWEFT TN L 2EZLE, WELREHHBEONKI LR, B20ICWEhRdbDOTHo
TEEZA, —H, HEBWE (MW YoRE HOBAMREEHITOBAMEOBICIEOAL YY) OB
& BRIIFFRERSETFNVESRL, EBRNCBEHZIT o/ 2070, I MLRBEFEFEEESH
BILickY, ABRELIZLDECEHOERATIE, EUMEELETILHTESE®,

ARCHECBTER [EF Y 74 VIR AKBEEROME L IHSMROTER] TL ) IFs/AKE
BRI, ZHEBIAZBRLEOWMBEE LTI, HAOBERZIEBELTARABE, 1375
T4 —LEO®BEESIELRONEP, —F, HEBERFROEE, HEBZOHGETH L HIZLE
THLELTYH, #OWEFRIULTLIA—EWIbIFTid%l, GLAMLDFr —R2BNWT, &F
KIRTRILEIRTVD, LzhtoT, BEIO LD RHEIE L0, %4 OERIALT,
BREMHEL T I EPUETH A ), BAERIE, BLESEOEGEHE 20, HRORL
LI EAM LTz, QLI REIBNT, BVFEY > TWDEDH, 8T ) LSHEREL
22Dhe BLbHEHICIoTRIESNAHESEOBIE, RIBCVWILLAvE—VRELLIE
LTW5 DD



Y74 VIHHEREERDBRICOWT 171

HEZOHBKIE, BERBROALLTHEEMICOIBIR TS, BEOMELXA S F74 (AERE
) CERESNITESHGY, EEEMH TSI LAZHBT AN TERINE I LEHoTH, HEHE
DOEBENEAY, ZLOWMEEORLETIEFRTELLRE VIV, ) LREOFT, #
BAVHSEEARZ F—< e LAY FroFERE, BETREEHRTH D, 22 LNI, HLOH
EERBROMBRITIEZ B AL RV, HfELROMEKIRRE, BAYER, HABIORE(Fo bz
HINOBRD DI Lizbds, EF VT4 VOERBRRPLBERE ICH I N NGEEZ, Y2ETIEEL
CRTEBIEA D 2o BIEERIE, LIILINET A LAWETHY, 25 LFRICLIBAL
TWHEHIRZ V. L LEDEDS, EBERHITLa /7574 —EOERY, RAHIMEELX
HELTVEOPEM) THRLV, ERCEEICHI NG, B, RHMIOE Bz
ROHYEI3%, XFRL->THRENLERFERIERZMEFT, bLALBOHORMICRPPLENS
H T NDB, IR S NIEINE, BR2BROEYM TR, HRIMTL2DAy - I EER
B, BEMCEYHLZAZSDTHEIIICEDNS, DX ) RIHRICE > T, MIEZHEDDZ
bl 2 DY A VIV

3 REEEFREHROHER

HEBEAIH SNZEONBRIE, —RENIERERBVERL, BHTHLLIICHRL
b0 DX LHEMSIX, W YF4 VEBEEERIIBWT, SEEERHICR SN IEEELE
OB G B X85, BEERLEORS, <74, <, Vi, aniid, Z4B¥HHED
A4 TEFELTBY, BOBERLEBICLoTHESTIONE, 72 2NV A IFHBNEL, Hng
LROBRWET, —FINFREAOETHING, ERNTERFToTVREEY, BEEDELH
CHEDERTHY, ZORMIMAHIELZE)EShAEY,

MEELEOHKIE, BOICERALDIOTHLA, HEFINSEN - a VvFROLNET
LRIHEETHE, AFEHFIANLDOERR®, XU ERIHO—RINEY AT, E1T5
RYORDbYIC, FHEEE VI TBEEME 2700 4 75FITEBLNIAL F, Koy
h CREFLEICLHEAOEY M —oFl - VWHR REFLEHOY VRNV (R WF, 4 B
LEDICHANDEDORE, BELON) -V ayRRLNE, HAOBERERETHAL L, B
ATHD L) KBDONBE—NR LM, RELERTRA—D/85 — YIRS P, £0LZ2
BEAERY:52V, HEERERD, HNOBERZFRE LTEBL TV I LALIREET
HoTh, HRIFIIMOEPDILERHEEZMEITNED,

FEEEDOHBICU B R THBE, TAADIFEPREICEDONTVEDIFTIIRL, BESERL
FZOYBICROND X REN, RE, BEWPELAEE, SHARLL VD, BEEDE
LERALRREORYELTHEELIICRZS, LEALEeYS, JRNEBEEHFEEORELET
£, BAAMEBESHLIbICRTEND,



172

REZEF XA VRABRIBNT, HEFREHEERICLTHIN TS, HEHETEX (fol
25v) BIEEZAWT, FHEORICEKEZNTA2aY P ISRA PDEETIE-TWE, BEE—HICE
WHMibh, BEEZETIS VREROEEI VW L5, BERRIBICREZDOITIE->TSE
WY LD, EOKHTIEHCT, bIPRIOBEKEFERLIES (K1),

Ty F4Hr1163-1154 FOBESEHWE, METHLEVIRILBNWTF v VX RAERLELBTH
5%, EREIEHETIIEL, FLEBOLATWS (follv: &€7) (H2) LHDITTiE, BEHD
Ritlz, HE2Bb¥EE L5 2HEANIENoTBY, MEREPFZIPLICEKVTWVWS, BEE
2, 1SS FEOFLICIOANTHEHIDEIICRZ S, HHIIPSREDOLIIZHIRYEZRLE, F

DERIIAZELZBbEd, ZITE HSERHALPEEBMAICT > T3, FOBEREEK KD
X, EEOROPIELEPEPOL I LEEZLEIRELEL S, BHICEZ2FITAOEELHME
HL, BLESEOVBRTHVLYES, BhoHRZAAMLTNS,

T4 T AABEROEERE, 1153-114 FLE L LI ICBIIL-TVRER, Yy T4 h v E
KOPNEL ) RBHBEA, TITRILEHASH, BEFEOLIICHELBEY Lo T3 (fols.
257v,261r: N7 2 L E 77 =7) (M3)o 1153-1154 BOTEHE DO E BV L EHIFR THHDITHL
T, 9974 TXAERDERIE, FFA L a5 20—WIZRITONLBAICHEI TR THS,
FOWRER, S2HFRTRMEDEFH THoDIIHN LT, I TRIFEFROMIBEDOREFRE 2o
Twb, HEORFHHRIC, REOEELEL & ) ICuEE2ETAE, FEEOLEAIKE, LD K
EREAVELTCLE) . HEEOEAIKRONAKRERE, HAVIIEDL S 2EY EXFDiX, £
DEEAZEDD1DIIMASNIZbDEAL I b ERGBFZBOLITHDY, WERIILRCH%:
BEWTWB EHICRZ D, 1153-1154 FOROFBE IR LR 2 HESEAR SR, LRIC—ANOH
BEOEIZ, ANBLEHN-EIACHMTHEEIRBEADEZ BRI SELIDTHond L
Nz,

b)—DOMBEITREME, FEXZOROHEFTH S, RICHY EIFAZEER (Fr 4 IYXRRER
LYy 74 7 1153-1154 %) T, FEBHEIHEOEMEZRLRHE, KREZ LT RICHANI»IT A
5d, ZIZEoTCIADETHo2 (M1, 2o —FH, IVFATRAEROEEE R, WAEEK
ELVTWS (fol 275r: w9 %) (M4), EEEE, HLPIBTETUOSLIZRANLANP-T
T PDEITHE, FEFWBRLICEAZIRYVEYDDD, WOANLHETSKBEO—E%E
BARL TS, Frv A4 VRXRAERR 1153-1154 HFOB & MR A MBICHARB &, RIS 2EED
B2,

HAT [ECRAH] VI EICEBLTHERERATAL L, BKBELHESEYEROMIBICIE, Eix
SESERBUPDHDEI LT b D, LELRISL, EF T4 YEGIX, BEE %2570,
BVREROBELREBEZRYVELERTEZDDTH S, LWIHHHRICT - THEZ R TV AR
FHCLTANE, ZH L2BVEH T TERMARDIOICTEY, WYL TTIICEREZMIZLE
Elv, EBROLNDBESY, —FEER, ) LBV LAOSIDOEERSDHEDOTELZVIEER
Twb,



EH 74 VIBHEHFGEROFIEIIOWT 173

X 1
JrT 4 h O RFEFERIESE Vat. Chisi. R.VII. 54, fol. 25v  7E X
J. Lowden, llluminated Prophet Books (University Park, 1998), fig. 2.

X2

T 7T 4 h o EEERELE

Vat. gr. 1153, fol. iIv K& 7

J. Lowden, llluminated Prophet Books (University Park, 1998), fig. 76.
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Bodl. Laud. gr. 30A, fol. 257v /\/X9 &

J. Lowden, llluminated Prophet Books (University Park, 1998), fig. 45.
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Bodl. Laud. gr. 30A, fol. 261r €7 7=

J. Lowden, llluminated Prophet Books (University Park, 1998), fig. 46.
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Bodl. Laud. gr. 30A, fol. 275r ¥ 7%

J. Lowden, /lluminated Prophet Books (University Park, 1998), fig. 49.

5

Jr T4 h o EEERERE

Vat. Chisi. R. VIII. 54, fol.41v 34

J. Lowden, llluminated Prophet Books (University Park, 1998), fig. 4.
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6
HAUEBI AT ZEEk [ZREm] 013>
R. Cormack, Byzantine Art (Oxford, 2000), fig. 85.
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JrT 4 h B EERIEE

Vat. gr. 755, fol. 107r H"ERBHT OBAKR, 1 U+

J. Lowden, /lluminated Prophet Books (University Park, 1998), fig. 35.
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J. Lowden, llluminated Prophet Books (University Park, 1998), fig. 53.
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J. Lowden, /lluminated Prophet Books (University Park, 1998), fig. 54.
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Vat. gr. 755, fol. ir FHEEA ¥ EMADHKL /-6 DIk

J. Lowden, llluminated Prophet Books (University Park, 1998), fig. 32.
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T7T 1 h o EEERELRE

Vat. gr. 755, fol. 225r 4 H-¥ DI

J. Lowden, llluminated Prophet Books (University Park, 1998), fig. 37.
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186 — Abstract —

Byzantine Octateuch Manuscripts and Interpretation of their Images

The Octateuch is a unit that consists of the Pentateuch (the first five books of Moses: Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) and the books of Joshua, Judges and Ruth of the
Old Testament. The word Octateuch was first recorded by Prokopios of Gaza (d. 538), but no
manuscript of a complete single-volume Greek Octateuch survives earlier than the 10th century.
There is scarcely any evidence for the circulation of Octateuch manuscripts in the West.

In the Byzantine world, there exist six illustrated manuscripts from the period ¢.1050-1300:
Rome, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, vat. gr. 747 (second half of the 11th century); Smyrna/Izmir,
Greek Evangelical School, A/l (first half of the 12th century); Istanbul, Topkap Palace Library,
cod. gr. 8 (first half of the 12th century); Rome, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, vat. gr. 746 (first
half of the 12th century): Mt Athos, Vatopedi Monastery, cod. 602 (second half of the 13th centu-
ry), and Florence, Biblioteca Medicea-Laurenziana, MS. Plut. 5.38 (late 12th or the early 13th cen-
tury). Five of them, each containing hundreds of images, are all closely related, whereas the sixth
manuscript, Laur. Plut. 5.38, is very different.

First, a brief description of each manuscript is given. Questions as to how they were made
and how they were related to each other are also clarified based on Lowden’s observation. Second,
two different approaches of Weitzmann and Lowden are outlined. Weitzmann applied the method
of the textual criticism to the study of the illuminated manuscripts. He tried to reconstruct the ge-
nealogy of the narrative cycle of the Septuagint. It was assumed that the archetype, the original
form of the narrative cycle, existed at the very beginning of the genealogy. From this archetype,
all illustrations branched off. However, the archetype itself had been lost, and only the copies have
survived. Lowden’'s empirical approach to the Octateuchs, based on the codicological observation
of the evidence, challenges the validity of Weitzmann’s hypotheses.

Based on these previous studies, the writer raises very basic question: why did the first eight
books of the Old Testaments occupy such an important position, forming a specific genre called
the Octateuch? In order to explore this question, the last illustration of the Vatican Octateuch (vat.
gr.747) is specifically focused on. It is the last illustration of the Book of Ruth (fol. 258). Why did
the painter adopt a schematic and somehow peculiar composition? What message can we read
from this particular scene that concludes the book of Ruth as well as the books of the Octateuch?

Boaz and Ruth at the very end of the Octateuch may be comparable with Jesse in the iconog-
raphy of the Tree of Jesse. The tree comes into bud from the root of Jesse, growing further with
the Old Testament kings, and placing Christ at the very top. Although the eight books of the Oc-
tateuch end here with this illustration, the reader/viewer may see the undepicted image of the
Tree of Jesse that represents the genealogy of Christ. The illustration conveys that the Octateuch
is the fertile soil from which the Books of Kings sprout. It might be the most appropriate visual
representation to conclude the Octateuch.
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