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—— Abstract ——

Herbalism Studies of Shibue Chohaku:

From a Bussangaku Perspective

HIRANO Mitsuru

Bakufu'-retained physician, Shibue Chohaku (1760-1830), was adopted by and succeeded
Shibue Nobutane, a physician to the Edo Shogun's household. He was an herbalist, lecturing in
herbalism at the Bakufu Igakukan® while also serving as the Chief Curator of the Sugamo Herb
Garden. From early on in his career, Shibue showed an interest in Western medicines and
bussangaku? Although he was unable to read Dutch himself, aided by translations provided in
particular by Baba Sajuro, a Dutch-Japanese interpreter and later a lower-ranking vassal of the
Shogun employed as an official translator of officer in charge of astronomy, and by friends who
were scholars of Dutch learning, as a bakufu-retained physician, Shibue was passionate about
studying and introducing Western bussangaku.

Herbalism had essentially developed for the purpose of searching for medicinal substances
in the natural world. In Japan though, more than a mere study of drugs, the development of
herbalism showed a broader differentiation into the studies of natural objects and products.
Since Shibue Chohaku was actively involved in herbalism in Japan around the time that
bussangaku was coming into being, there was also an expectation upon the bakufu-retained
physician that he would contribute to the promotion of industry for the dakufu. In response to
requests from the bakufu, in addition to research into medicinal substances, Shibue put a lot of
effort into studying Western bussangaku.

In view of the above, the objective of this study is to clarify Shibue Chohaku's herbalism
studies, in particular from a perspective of bussangaku. In this paper, the examination of
Shibue’s herbalism is divided into the following four points.

First, I will clarify Shibue's personal background and relationships. I will suggest and
chronologically summarize the points which later led to the introduction of Western knowledge
particularly as a result of Shibue having had close friendships with scholars of Dutch learning.

Second is the point that Shibue offered counsel to the bakufu regarding the translation of

The shogunate government.
Medical school of the shogunate government.

The study aimed at application of natural products.
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Noél Chomel's Dictionnaire Oeconomique (known in Japan as its translated work, Kose:
Shinpen). Garasu Seiho Shusetsu (translated by Baba Sajuro) describes methods for glass-
making. It was produced by translating the section on glass-making from Chomel's Dictionnaire
Oeconomique and using other Dutch books as reference, and it includes reproductions of
illustrations contained in Chomel's original work. The translator Baba Sajuro was staying in
Edo’ largely due to the influence of Shibue.

Third, not surprisingly, relates to the book, Taiset Shichikin Yakusetsu, written by Baba
Sajuro. Not only was Shibue Chohaku heavily involved in making this book a reality, but it has
also become evident that Shibue himself experimented these methods of refining metal.

Fourth is the point that Shibue Chohaku promoted the breeding of sheep and the
production of woolen textiles (woolen cloth and rugs). The bakufu had established the Sugamo
Herb Garden in Edo around 1798, and had had Shibue manage it. Then, in 1817, sheep began to
be kept at the garden, leading to the garden’s alias, Menyo Yashiki [literally, “sheep mansion”].
Shibue’s success in breeding sheep here also had an effect on the commodity policies of each
feudal domain, with sheep breeding and woolen textile techniques spreading among the Kaga,
Satsuma, Owari and other domains.

In this way, Shibue's herbalism shows a marked tendency toward so-called bussangaku, and

played a part in the bakufu’s policies for higher productivity.

' Former name of Tokyo.
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