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— Abstract ——

Field Survey and Philological Studies of Expansion and
Diffusion of Chinese Drama and Music Inside and Outside
the Area.(2)

FUKUMITSU Masahiro and KATO Toru

Fukumitu takes charge of discusses of expansion and diffusion of Chinese Drama

The story of White Rabbit (Baituji) is the drama of southern China (Nan Xi). The plot of
the drama is as follows. LiuZhiyuan is an orphan without father. The father of LiSanNiang
looked LiuZhiYuan in shrine of MaWang. He favored LiuZhiYuan, and adopted him and married
him to his daughter LiSanNiang. But immediately after their marriage the father and mother
died. The elder brother annoyed them and asked LiuZhiYuan for a divorce.

LiuZhiYuan said good-by to LiSanNiang and joined a mercenary army of a faraway country,
TaiYuan. A daughter of the general of TaiYuan favored LiuZhiYuan. Her father granted his
daughter’s request and they married.

The elder brother of LiSanNiang treated lonely LiSanNiang harshly. He made his younger
sister go to the well to draw water at noon and pound in a mortar at night. But after scveral
months, she gave birth to a child of LiuZhiYuan, and named him YaoQilang. Since her
circumstances were not good, she was like a female slave, so she sent her baby to LiuZhiYuan
in TaiYuan. The wife in TaiYuan also received the baby and fostered him.

After many years, her son YaoQilang chased a white rabbit while out hunting. He
unexpectedly met a women like a slave at well. She was his true mother LiSanNiang.
YaoQilLang went home back and told his father to come to meet his true mother. In the end
LiuZhiYuan and LiSanNiang met again.

The story of White Rabbit (Baituji) has its roots in narrative of LiuZhiYuan,
“LiuZhiYuanZhugongdiao®, of Jin dynasty (1115-1234). The earliest version of this drama is
“ChengHua” version of Ming dynasty. I collected nearly 100 versions of The story of White
Rabbit (Baituji) of each era up to now.

In this paper, I commented on variations across the versions. Every version little by little

differed in its contents. So I analyzed what sort of scene constructs each drama.

Chinese performing arts were also spread overseas. Kato focuses on the way of vocalization
and chanting of "kanshi" (Chinese classic poetry) in Japan. He wrote Kanshi is "glocal"
literature: written in "global” style, chanted in local languages. This rule is generally applied to

Chenise arts.
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