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—— Abstract ——

A Study of a Relation between the Dramatic Arts
and Other Fields in Modern Japan

KAMIYAMA Akira

In this paper 1 address the question, what is difficult about the development of various
popular and commercial theatres in modern Japan.

In the first part of this paper, I examine the concept of Kokumin Engeki which means the
National theatre. However there seems to be little agreement as to how to give a definition to
Kokumin Engekt.

The second point to be considered is the classification of these values according to the
significance each has on development of the characteristics of commercial theatres. Main
important and attractive elements of these theatres were spectaclular scenenostalgia and the
old moral plays. However OSANAI Kaoru called the father of Shingeki which means Japanese
modern drama had rejected all of these elements. '

The question we have to ask here is why the elements of amusement have not been set a
high value in modern Japanese theatre. The first argument concerns the definition of the term
‘commercial theatre’. I investigated many magazines of drama in Shouwa era to discover the
frequencies of occurrence of this term. In my understanding, this term can not have been used
generally before World war 1I.

The next discussion concerns similar term to ‘commercial theatre’. To take an example,
‘commercial art’ has been not used in any rejected meanings. Cinema was obviously developed
as ‘commercial’ and industry for amusement. On the other hand ‘commercial theatre’ has been
despised in modern Japanese theatre under the standard of Shingek:i world. In this stoic world,
amusement made us shirk our public responsibilities.

This was how matters stood in the period leading up to 1960s.

It is very important to consider the cultural background of modern society in Japan.

What needs to be emphasized at this point is Shingeki usually ignored the popular culture
in modern age. The issue of popular culture is not irrelevant to the issue of so-called
modernization of Japanese theatrical arts and drama naturally. As a result Shinpa (literally,

“new wave") and Shin-kokugeki (literally, “the new Kokumin Engeki”) had proceeded to keep up
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with comprehensive popular mentalities until 1970s. We need to incorporate reexamination of
Shinpa, Shin-kokugeki and various revue in order to modernize Japanese theatre world.
I would now like to go on to develop these themes by extending my investigation of

popular theatre.
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