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— Abstract——
Adultery by Empresses in Classical Japanese Literature

MAKINO Atsushi

A common theme in Japanese literature of the ancient and medieval periods is that of
adultery by empresses. Examples include Nijo no Kisaki 4%/ in Tales of Ise (Ise monogatari
R W FE ), Fujitsubo no Miya MEEE in The Tale of Genji (Genji monogatari B I L),
Somedono no Kisaki %t B /& in the Collection of Tales of Times Now Past (Konjaku
monogatarishic 5 EWEEL), and Kenrei Mon'in #:*LFIE in the Engyd-era manuscript ZEBEA
of The Tale of the Heike (Heike monogatari LR MFE). The theme is thus a characteristic
feature of ancient and medieval literature in Japan. Why did adultery by Empresses figure
prominently in classical Japanese literature? To consider this question, I collected examples of
narratives about adultery by empresses. I found that one of the original forms of this narrative
is the tale of Jutsubaga #f #& M # &§. Taking the Jutsubaga tale as a prototype, I then
investigated the various fictional tales (monogatari ¥7&) and homiletic tales (setsuwa FiiE) to

which this story gave rise and traced their development.

The locus classicus of the Jutsubaga narrative is The Commentary on the Great Wisdom
Sutra (Ch. Dazhidu lun R3¥EFER). Its first citation in Japan is found in Kikai's Essentials of
the Three Teachings (Sangd shitki = # 1§ J& ). Kikai's citation would eventually exert
considerable influence on the reception of the Jutsubaga narrative in Japan. The Annotations
on the Essentials of the Three Teachings (Sangé shiiki chi = # 1% & 1) preserved in the
Nakayama Hokkydji archive contains a phonetic Japanese version of the Jutsubaga narrative.
This version then came to be narrated in the cultural field of waka poetic treatises, from the
Shimeisho 8BRS to commentaries on The Tale of Genji and the Waka démosho HIHKIESED .
In field of commentaries on the classical poetic anthology, the Kokin wakashi w4 | the
narrative underwent a significant transformation. In the Kokin wakashsi kanjé kuden 545Nk
&£ TEE , the Jutsubaga narrative is combined with motifs from the Momoyogayoi T 7 .
This combined version can also be found in the Shintd kanpakuryt zatsubu PR EHHEL and
the Teikin no shé FEFNZ ¥ . The combination of the tale with motifs from the Momoyogayoi in
these texts suggests that the fields of commentaries on the Kokinsh# and Yin Yang
philosophies overlapped. At the same time, it is a phenomenon that is also related to the secret

discourse (hisetsu F5il) that narrates the origins of the seasonal festival called Tenchasetsu K



P Ei , which can be found in the Meibun-shé B3P, Shikai-shé 770, and Segen-Mondo H5%
% . The transformed Jutsubaga narrative also eventually gave rise to new Noh plays, such
as the Koi no omoni ZRER .

In the field of homiletic tale collections (setsuwashi FHEG4), the Jutsubaga narrative can
also be found in the Hobutsushi EHH# , the Engyd-era manuscript of The Tale of the Heike,
the Sangoku-Denki =[EIREC , and the Taiheiki NXFEL. In these tales, Jutsubaga is listed as a
kind of love that is not in accordance with the Way (smichi ). Its inclusion in this list is then
later cited in Muromachi-period tales, such as Joruri monogatari ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 58, Tawara tota
monogatari HIEMWE Hangan miyako banashi ¥I'EA R Zid7%: L, and Koizuka monogatari
ZFWEE . In addition, in the Komachi jindai kan fJ\NT?liiﬁ% and the Yokozabou monogatari
H & 55 ¥ %, 1 have been able to identify a connection with the fields of waka poetics and
Shinto/Yin-Yang philosophy.

In my analysis of the Jutsubaga narrative, I demonstrate that the fields of commentaries
on monogatari and waka, homiletic tales, Muromachi-period monogatari, and Shinto/Yin-Yang
philosophy mutually influenced each other. 1 suggest that the links across these fields provided
an impetus for the creation of new forms of literature. Furthermore, I also point out that
Jutsubaga appears in Chinese and Korean sources, such as Datang yunfu qunyn KEMERFHE
in volume twenty, “Xinhuo raota” [(~Ki&E3S and Qingshi 1§ , also known as the Qingshi leilue
1H 5% in volume eleven, “Huahuo” kX, compiled by Fengmeng long % # . Examples
such as these, I suggest, indicate the necessity of investigating the development of the

Jutsubaga narrative in the context of East Asia.
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