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— Abstract —

A Study Regarding the Text of Otsuki Gentaku and
Shimura Kokyo's Kankai-ibun, 1807

IWAI Noriyuki

The purpose of this paper is to propose a currently available way to obtain the best text of
Kankai-ibun, the original manuscript of which has been lost. Kankat-tbun is a full report on the
experiences of 16 sailors of the Sendai Clan over the years 1793-1803, during which time they
were cast adrift, landed in Russian territory, remained there for some time, and finally returned
to Japan via both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Four of the men were returned to Japan by
Nikoraj Rezanov, the second envoy to Japan from Russia, after Adam Laksman. They traveled
on a ship under the command of Ivan Fyodorovich Kruzenshtern, the commander of a Russian
fleet that was attempting the first Russian circumnavigation of the globe. It would be the first
circumnavigation, as well, for any Japanese. After reaching Japan and having been refused in
his bid for trade negotiations, Rezanov handed over the four Japanese sailors to the authorities,
and in 1805, he left Japan.

In Edo, end in December, 1803, the sailors were interrogated for more than 40 days by
Otsuki Gentaku, a court physician of the Sendai Clan and a famous rangakusha (a scholar
undertaking the study of Western sciences by means of the Dutch language), as well as by
Shimura Kokyo, a Confucian scholar, also of the Sendai Clan. In February, 1804, Gentaku and
Kaokyd produced a rough-draft report, but Gentaku was unsatisfied with it, and it was not until
May, 1807, that a full report, the product of continued investigations and repeated rewritings,
was completed and presented to the Clan. It was entitled Kankai-ibun, consisted of 16 volumes,
and reportedly contained 115 beautiful illustrations. Unfortunately, this original manuscript was
later lost.

There are over 50 manuscript copies in existence today. Kankai-ibun texts have been
printed several times since the Meiji period, but the authenticity of their sources is in doubt.
From among a number of well-preserved manuscripts, T have selected three for particular
study: one owned by the Miyagi Prefectural Library (=D), one owned by the Ichinoseki City
Museum (=J), and one owned by the Aijitsu Collection in Osaka (=A). A is famous for having
been granted to Yamagata Shigeyoshi, a merchant under Sendai Clan patronage in Osaka, but

it has been little studied, and it has been of particular interest for the purposes of this paper.



Briefly expressed, the major features of the three manuscripts are as follows;
A: officially copied from the original, given to Shigeyoshi by the Lord of Sendai in 1808, i.e., only
one year after Gentaku had presented that original to the Clan. The text-lettering is in the
official-copyist style, and the text contains a few lacunae, including words regarding sexual
relations and illustrations related to Christianity, which were intentionally omitted by the
copyists.
D: evaluated as being next-best to the original, with many fine illustrations. While the text
contains, unfortunately, many worm-eaten parts, it has no lacunae and has only rarely
undergone any revision.
I recopied from a manuscript that had been copied from Gentaku's duplicate of the original.
That manuscript had been produced by Otsuki Bankei, Gentaku's son, who presented it to Ito
Genboku, a famous rangakusha, to express Bankei's gratitude for financial help. The text of [ is,
generally speaking, similar to that of A, and from this we may imagine that it provides a
reasonably accurate reflection of the original compiled by Gentaku.

Among the A, D, and [ texts, there are no passages or individual words which reflect
different meanings, and it would seem safe to assume that we can currently obtain the best

Kankai-ibun text by emending on the basis of a comparison of A with D.
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