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—— Abstract ——

A Study on Russian Theatricalism Plays
: Blok, Evreinov, Mayakovsky

TAKEDA Kiyoshi

‘Theatricalism’ is a terminology of the new theatrical theory and plays, which emerged almost
at the same time in Russia and Germany at the beginning of 20th century. The essence of
theatricalism was ‘anti-realism’ and strong opposition against naturalist theatre. And its
characteristic was the rediscovery of the theatricality.

It was 1970's that the terminology ‘theatricalism’ was rediscovered and deserved the attention.
At the time, they revaluated the theatre of V. Meyerhold, Russian director, in the term of ‘re-
theatricalization of the theatre’. And then, we encountered the conception of ‘metatheatre’, which
advocated by L.Abel.

Meanwhile, ‘theatricalism’ has not been able to get understanding fully, because it had in itself
an ambiguity. This terminology was made of the words, theatrical or theatricality. Of course, it is
naturally that the theatre is theatrical and the theatre has its theatricality. But before the modern
theatre has started in Europe, the theatrical meant histrionic or exaggerated.

In the late of 19th century, naturalist theatre had made an effort to exclude the theatrical
perfectly. But, the new tendency of the theatre, symbolism, strove to revive theatricality in the
theatre.

This study aimed to examine the theory and dramas of theatricalism in Russia at the
beginning of this century. At first, I began to consider the techniques of theatricalism plays. Plays
which I took for examples are “The Fairground Booth” by A. Blok (1906), “The Merry Death” by
N. Evreinov (1908) and “Vladimir Mayakovsky: tragedy” by V. Mayakovsky (1913). The
techniques that were used in these plays were eight.

(1) To use the device of play-in-play

(2) To use the masks and type characters of Commedia dell'arte

(3) To use pantomime

(4) To use the motif of marionette theatre

(5) To use prologue and epilogue

(6) To use the technique of playing to the audience
(7) To use the character as the author

(8) To use the scene changing and the disposal of setting in the face
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Blok and Evreinov used the reappropriation of the past. Both revived the characters of
Commedia dell'arte and conventions of the old theatres before modern age. Mayakovsky also used
the same techniques, but because he wrote poetic drama, we hardly acknowledge that.

In the theatricalism plays, two theatre traditions clashed each other, and two theatre
languages mixed. So the new theatre and the new theatre language were créated on the stage. In
“The Fairground Booth”, the character as the author entered on the stage three times, and
suggested that the play deviated from his intention. Similarly in “The Merry Death”, the author
spoke his intention through the speeches of Pierrot. And more, in “Vladimir Mayakosky: tragedy”,
the hero was Mayakovsky himself, and delivered the thought of his own.

These are the ‘metatheatre’, which emerges the character having strongly consciousness to
act and to create the drama.

Thus, Russian theatricalism plays produced very rich results, using the means of
reappropriation of the past. Perhaps the authors of these plays got over the limitation of realist
and naturalist theatre at the first years of 20th century. It is the time to revaluate their plays and

the theory of theatricalism.
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