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— Abstract ——

Historical and Cultural Study of the Tale of Genj:

— Confucius Discourse in the History of Annotation and

Methods of Story-Telling —

HINATA Kazumasa

This paper examines the development of the Confucius discourse in the history of accepting
the Tale of Genji. This examination assists us in confirmation of the stratified structure of the
Tale of Genji as well as the essential criticality that was embodied in the 7Tale. This is not
merely synthesis and ratification of the Confucius discourse in the history of annotation. Rather,
it is attempt of reconsideration of issues of the structure, methods, and criticality of the Tale of
Genyi.

As well-known, Motoori Norinaga condemned the critique of the Tale of Genji from the
Buddhist-Confucius standpoint in the medieval and early modern periods. For Motoori, such
critique was a distortion of the essence of Tale of Genji. The basis of Motoori's argument was
his theory of tale-writing. Motoori's theory of the Tale of Genji was a well-known example of
“monono aware” or “balanced taste between objects and emotion” hypothesis. Motoori defined
a tale as an independent form of literature. The essence of a tale was to approach the balanced
taste between objects and emotion (“monono aware”). In this sense, the Tale of Genji was a
great achievement of literature that showed us the deepest aspect of “monono aware.” A tale
should not be adopted as a method to preach, suggest, and achieve the enlightenment in
Buddhism and Confucianism. Therefore, Motoori condemned the Buddhist and Confucius
discourse of the Tale of Genyi.

At the same time, Buddhist-Confucius discourse as a tale-critique is not necessarily invalid
and meaningless. The author argues that to constrict a tale into the single essence of “monono
aware” leads to underestimate the nature of a fiction that incorporates various discourses of a
tale as a form of literature. It is necessary to maintain various viewpoints in order to
understand the nature of a fiction upon which a tale stands. The author believes that a tale is a
unique form of expression that possesses power to continuously raise various issues, going

beyond simply artistic and linguistic expressions.
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