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— Abstract ——

The Memorials Service of The War Dead in

Community of Postwar

KOUMOTO Mitsugi

The summary

The Asia-Pacific War brought about a great number of war dead in the world. In the case
of Japan, the war caused 2.3 million war dead: this number accounted for over 94 percent of the
war dead of modern Japanese society. The catastrophe of the war brought about serious source
of calamity for the Japanese society of postwar. As an empirical research, this research studies
how families of war dead and communities in Miyazaki prefecture and Nagano prefecture have
held memorial services for war dead of the Asia-Pacific War. Frorq late 1950, in order to
memorialize war dead, memorial towers were constructed throughout Japan. The purpose of
these memorial towers was to memorialize victims of tragic wars, and differed from the
purpose of “Chukon-hi”, a monument for the loyal war dead, constructed after the Sina-Japanese
War and the Russo-Japanese War because the purpose of “Chukon-hi” was to stimulate the
Japanese nation to mobilize to war. In the case of the memorials towers after the Asia-Pacific
War, the purpose was not only to memorialize victims of the war, but also to accuse about the
blame for the war. However, the Japanese society of postwar forgot about these important
things: the tragedy of the war and the blame for the war, and pushed forward to growing
Japanese economy. This thesis also represents about this attitude of the Japanese society of

postwar.
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