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—— Abstract —

Changing metropolitan spatial structures

from the view point of socio-economic demography

KAWAGUCHI Taro

The purpose of this rescarch is to clarify socio-economic population characteristics by
showing various distribution maps setting those in chronological order and to examine the
changes of the spatial structure of the Tokyo metropolitan area paying special attention to the
suburban region. The results are as follows,

Firstly, the remarkable population increase of the Tokyo metropolitan area ends in the
1970s and the influence of urbanization has extended to the area almost 50 km radius of Tokyo.
In the 1980s, the.qualitative change of population takes place of quantitative expansion and a
new movement has become obvious in the 1990s.

Secondly, population is classified into 3 generations from the distribution patterns by cohort
groups: “the pre suburban generation” which werc born before the 1920s, “the 1st suburban
generation” which were born from the 1930s through the 1950s, and “the 2nd suburban
generation” which were born after the 1960s. Above mentioned quantitative expansion of the
metropolitan area was caused by the residential relocation of the lst suburban generation, while
qualitative change was caused by that of the 2nd generation. Thercfore, the generation shift
from the 1st to the 2nd generation exerted large influences on the change of the residence
pattern of the metropolitan area.

Thirdly, the nuclear family which consists of the office worker householder and full-time
housewife characterizes the suburbs. However, the new tendency such as the increase of the
number of single family and the married couple without children, the married woman who
continues to work are shown in the 2nd genecration, thercfore, they prefer urban residence to
suburban. This suggests the decline of the “old” suburbs and the formation of the “new”
suburbs.

The suburban region of the Tokyo metropolitan area has been formed by the Ist
generation mentioned above in the postwar Japan especially 1960s and 1970s. But now, the
generation alternation brings a large impact on the metropolitan spatial structure especially in
the suburban region. New suburban study has to be conducted under the recognition that it is

in the turning period from modern/urbanizing society to post-modern/urbanized society.
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