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— Abstract —

Kukai: A Metaphysician of Media

UCHIMURA Katsushi

MIYASAKA Yusho Miyasaka represents that Keityu tried to combinc the ancient Koto-dama
idea with the ancient Language philosophy by Kukai. However, Keityu was also the founder of “the
Japanese philology’’, which means that the phone-centric Koto-dama idea is combined with the text-
centric philology. There exists some Japanese-oriented character in Kokugaku.

Keityu’s view of the Language is based on the philosophy of the Language by Kukai, and Kukai’s
view of the Language can be seen in ‘‘Shozi-zissou-gi”’. According to Kukai’s view, ‘‘voice” is equated
with “letter’”’, and it is also Budda itself. Ilowever, why is “voice=letter”?

It is Kegon’s world that the universe is {ulfilled with Budda. It is said that this world cannot be
described by any words since it is a real world, which is based on the t’ it you can explain
about something on “bodhi: spiritual awakening” but not about itself. However, Kukai urged that
“bodhi: spiritual awakening” itself can be described, in which we can see Kukai’s uniqueness.

Kukai observes on “Indra’s net” in “Sokusin-zyobutu-gi’’. The “Indra’s net” is woven by in-
numérable balls and they are reflected each other. That resembles Monadology by Gottfried Wilhelm
Leibniz. This reflect of balls is Monad’s self-representation as well as the figure of “Budda”. That is to
say that Monad’s }rcpresentation itself is the description of ‘‘bodhi: spiritual awakening”. Also, the
representation is mantra: words of the truth as well as “‘voice=letier”. Therefore, the Kukai’s
universe is the universe of the Language filled with the latent energy of the Language.

We can say that Kukai, who considered the universe as the unlimited archives of “voice letter”,
wasa metaphysicién of media. What Keityu inherited from Kukai was the view of the Language where

voice letter=mantra: words of the truth exists.
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