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— Abstract —

Gender difference in the spoken Japanese

TAKASAKI Midori

It is well known that there is “Woman Language’ in Japanese which is mostly spoken by women.
This fact has been considered as ‘‘a virtue of the Japanese woman’’ or “‘its womanliness’’ and therefore
it has been taken positively in the Japanese society. However, on the other hand, it has worked as “‘a
gender role” which imposes a restriction on the behavior of modern Japanese women. In the modern
Japanese, the gap of the spoken language between men and women has narrowed. When I studied
“Language spoken by men” in the working place, I found that some of them speak typical “Woman'’s
words’’ with the ending such as ‘“~noyo’” and ‘“‘~ne’’ and also words such as ““oishii”. In fact, “Wom-
an Language” has not been a well-established unchanging entity historically. It is known that men
used also “Woman Language” in the past. Therefore, we should think about the words such as given
above not only from the view point of “Woman Language’’ but also from the view point of their func-

LRI

tion. We should shed light on these words from the aspect of ‘“‘promotion of conversation”, ““considera-

tion for others”, “politeness”, “‘softening of expression”, and so on. It is natural for men to use these

words if needed in some circumstance.
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