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— Abstract —

A STUDY ON THE PROCESS OF CHANGE IN QUALITY
OF THE JAPANESE-SWORDPLAY
IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY:
MAINLY IN THE ANALYSIS OF GEKKEN-SODAN

NAGAO Susumu

Kendo is one of the sports and of the class materials for Physical Education in Japan, and has its
origin in the swordplay (especialy bamboo sword practice) in Edo era.

Many of former studies on the Kendo history have dealt with the bamboo sword practice by the
samurai class at Kanto area in the nineteenth century. However, there are few historical records on it,
and bamboo sword practice in the eighteenth century have not been studied elaborately. In addition,
only the samurai class in Kanto area has not developed Kendo.

For the reason given above, a study on the bamboo sword practice among the citizens as well as
samurai in the eighteenth century is demanded.

Therefore, in this study, it will examine the process in the development of Kendo, based on the
analysis of Gekken-Sodan (written by Genryu MIKAMI, 1790 ,Okayama) which covers the actual
state of the swordplay in the eightcenth century.

The result of the analysis is summarized as follows:

1 In the eighteenth century, many swordplay schools were established. Many of them adopted the
bamboo sword practice.

2 Especially, in the schools in Kanto area like the Shintomunen-ryu and the Kyoshinmeichi-ryu, the
bamboo sword practice similar to the present style of Kendo in which the solid bamboo sword and the
protection are used was conducted.

3 Also in many other schools, unique bamboo sword practice with simple technique was done.

4 Though martial arts bouts between different schools were prohibited by the Tokugawa
Shogunate, in the eighteenth eentury the bamboo sword practice between different schools and the
knight-errantry came to be seen in somie places.

5 In the eighteenth century, swordplay practice were very popular with many ordinary citizens as

well as semurai.
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