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— Abstract —

The Destiny of the Writers Mauriac and Broch During
World War 1T

Koko NAKAJIMA, Toshiya SATO

Our study of the writers Mauriac and Broch, whose particularities are remarkably different, ac-
centuates the similarities of their lives and actions according to their conscience and convictions
against nazism.

On September 1st, 1939, at the outset of World War 11, Hermann Broch was already in the Unit-
ed States. For him, an Austrian writer of Jewish extraction, the war had begun eighteen months be-
fore with the “Anschluss’ which was the annexation of his country to Germany under Hitler’s domina-
tion. Arrested by the Gestapo and freed by chance, he hoped then to escape to Paris. Neverthless, he
found exile in England and finally in the United States.

For Francois Mauriac, the war began during the Occupation (1940-44), one year after the Ar-
mistice when the Germans occupied the province of Aquitaine and confiscated his house for their own
use. And, especially in 1943, when, with the help of “Editions de Minuit”’ which was an underground
publishing organ at that time, he challenged Vichy and the Nazis with “Le Cahier Noir’’ strengthen-
ing the will of resistance amoung his compatriots.

While keeping in mind the context of the friendship and solidarity they met with the people
around them in their endeavor to denounce injustice, the main common characteristic of these two
writers was the solitude, the isolation in their solitary work, which is inevitably set when one revolts
against political power and the general acquiescence of individuals in society. There was no pride in
their choice from which the legitimacy was historically proven afterwards in the postwar period. On
the contrary, from their own words, Mauriac, in making resistance ‘“without [his] knowing (2 son
insw),”” and Broch, in doing a rescue operation ‘“‘inspite of [him] self (wider Willen),” found them-
selves in a combative destiny that didn’t even give them time to hesitate.

It is through their different ways of choosing and supporting their destinies during World War 1T,
which was resistance for Mauriac and exile for Broch, that we are able to appreciate the similarities in

their work at that time.
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