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— Abstract —

The Organization of Shrines and Temples in Okayama Province

Fumio TAMAMURO

In this essay, I examine the policy of destroying and consolidating shrines and temples in Okaya-
ma instituted by the domain’s extremely anti-Buddhist daimyo, Ikeda Mitsumasa, in 1666 and 1667.
Of the 11,146 shrines existing at the time, he destroyed 10,528, and gathered their central objects of
worship and other treasures into 71 newly built shrines (yosemiya). Ninety four point five percent of
the original shrines were destroyed. He allowed 618 major shrines and tutelary shrines to remain, leav-
ing 689 shrines in Okayama from that time forward.

Of the 1036 temples exsting in 1666, 598, or 58 percent, were destroyed. Particularly hard hit by
these measures was the Nichiren sect, which saw 88 percent of its temples eliminated. Up to 92 per-
cent of these belonged to the sect’s fujufuse branch.

In the end, 438 temples remained in Okayama. There were 706 villages in the domain, so the
average number of shrines and temples per village was 0.98 and 0.62, respectively. Compared to the
national average, the amount of shrines and temples in Okayama was extremely small.

In 1667, Mitsumasa opposed the people of his domain and abolished the temple certificates (fera-
wke) issued to them by Buddhist clerics, forcing them to get Shinto certificates (Shinto-uke) from
priests at Shinto shrines instead. As a result, 97 percent of the domain was registered at Shinto
shrines in 1669, while Buddhist temples were destroyed one after another. It is evident from the
above that Ikeda Mitsumasa, daimyo of Okayama, implemented a thorough-going policy of temple

consolidation.
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