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— Abstraci —

The Cao Cao Regime and Powerfull Families

Toshikazu HORI

As to the historical meaning and characters of the Cao Cao regime from the end of the 2nd centu-
ry to the beginning of the 3rd century, one of the Three Kingdoms, we have had many controversies
and monographs in Japan and China. But the writer can not he satisfied by the results of those studies,
because they could not clarify what part the Cao Cao government played in the making process of the
aristocracy of Weijinnanbeichao period.

The aristocrats of Weijiinnanbeichao grew from the great families and landowners, gained pow-
ers in Han period. At the end of the Later Han, large number of the great families resisted to the Han
government controled by cunuchs. Therefore the Cao Cao’s new government must restore the rela-
tion with the great families.

However there were twe types of great families at that time, the landowners living in their home
districts and keeping armed or self-defense organizations, and the noted families well-known not only
in their homeland but also in various places in China. Cao Cao conquered the former in his early days
of making process of military power. But the latter occupied important positions all the time in his
government.

Cao Cao opened up opportunities for the talented. Did not this policy conflict with the promotion
of the noted families? This is a question of this paper. The continuation of family and official position
is a necessary for the making of aristocracy. The talented people rised suddenly did net be accepted to

the aristocratic society, and their sucess ended in their lifetime in many cases.
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