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A study on the type of Japanese immitative bronze

mirrors in Tumulus age

Saburo Kobayashi

Boseikyo— {5 §i—Japanese immitative bronze' mirrors were reproducted from: Chinese
models, A

At first, Dr. Yonekichi Miyake and- Dr. Kenji Takahashi were pointed out of Japanese
immitative bronze mirrors in 1900 A.D. and Mr. Kenz6 Tomioka, Dr. Sueji Umehara and
De. Shuichi Gotoh- were continued and advanced the study of Chinese or Japanese bronze
mirrors. But, after their studies, we have né systematic study on Japanese imimitative bronze
INATors,

This essay tried to collect of Japanese immitative bronze mirrors which found out from
Tumulus as funeral treasures. On the results, I can clear up three different groups of Japanese
immitative bronze mirrors.

Group A : faithful copies of Chinese mirrors.

Group B: secondary and variety copies of Group A.

Group C: original designs of Japanese pattern.

Group A contains nine types of mirrors

1. Triangle rim mirror with figure of fabulous beasts and deities—Sankakuen-shinju-kyo
—Z AR e -

2. Mirror with T. 1. V. letters and cosmographical design-—IHokaku Kikumon-Kyo—7j§%
B

3. Mirror with petaloid design -~Naiko Kamon Kyo—N{{E g

4. Frat rim mirrors with figures of fabulous beasts and deities.—Iei-en Shinji-Kyo—-3~
AR S

Frieze of genre figures rim mirrors with figures of fabulous beasts and deities—Ga-

@]

montai Shinju Kyo--[lj 34tk g5
Mirror with genre figures—Gazo Kyo—Tiij{% 43
Mirror with figure of dragon and tiger.—Ryiiko Kyo—ifi [}z4%

s 3f)

Mirror with wide band of beast figures—Jutai Kyo- -Mk#:45

L L Ne

Mirro with figures of fabulous beasts- -Jukei mon Kyo—WriE & &
Group B contains five types mirrors

Mirror with spiral pattern-—-Neji mon Kyo—{Rx$%

Mirror with raised nipples pattern—Nyu mon Kyo—-¥[, 3 %
Mirror with ring of small raised beads--Shu mon Kyo—F: 4%
Mirror with multiple (bands) rings—Jiiken mon Kyo—TE |4 &

S

Mirror with ornamental bells—Rei Kyo—4/%&%

Group C contains two types mirrors
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1. Mirror with pictorial pattern

2. Mirror, with geometric pattern - .. Lo .

On Group A, we can devide two l\md of sma]l groups by faxthful degree of immitative de-
signs. Copying more faithful degree group has many large mirrors, on the other, on more
group contain almost small mirrors.

The product period of Group A is between later half of 4th Century A.D. to middle
5th centnry A.D. In Kinki district there were distributed large mirror group, and in other
districts, small mirror group were distributed, .

This phenomena is appeared that Kinki district keeps more polmca} predominant than the
other districts. On Group B, it contain many small mirrors and producted .next step of - Group
+A, their period were in middle 5th Century A.D. later before taking the side-cut type stone
chamber, when just means the evolutional period of Tumulus Age in Japan. And soon, bronze

.mirrors production. were marked final step in Tumulus Age, about 6th Century A.D.
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