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A Comprehensive Study of Ohmi-Ohara Kannonji Document

Eijiro Fukuda

This is an interim report concerning a comprehens‘ive. study of Oh;hi—_Ohara
Kannonji Document.. The Kannonji temple; which owns the document under: con-
sideration, was originally named Ibukiyama Kannon Gokokuji (Kannon Guardian
Temple of the State in Mt. Ibuki) and has been commonly called Ohara Kannonji.
The temple is situated at 1342 Asahi, Santo-cho of Sakata County in Shiga Pre-
fecture. It used to be in the mountaineous district of Ibuki and regarded as one
of Yonkedera, Four Tempies, in Mt. Ibuki together wtth Sankedera consisted of
the three temples of Yataka, Taihei, and Nagao. After moving out into the present
place in the mid-thirteenth céntury (in the mid of the Kamakura period), the tem-
ple develdped into a solemn Buddist temple in possession of t\‘ven_t<y~th'r'ee monk’s
quarters. According- to records registered between the ninth and tenth centuries,
the site of the temple was in public land called Ohara-no-go (the district of Ohara)..
The place was eventually transformed into a manor.named Ohara -shé on the basis
of materials from the latter half of the twelfth century. .

About the time when the Kannonji moved out into the Ohara district, Shige-
mitsu Sasaki, the eldest son of Nobutsuna Sasaki who was governor of Ohmi Pro-
vince, was appointed lord of Ohara manor. Nobusane constructed a manor house
in this area and bégan to bear the name of the Ohéra family. Since then he and
his descendants remained under the patronage of the Ohara family throughout the
medieval period. In the age of civil wars, the temple estate was guaranteed by
the Asai family, who had eséaped from the patronage of the kyogokn family, Sa-
saki’s branch fa;nily, and had put the Kohoku region under control. And then,
Hideyoshi Kinoshita and his'collaborators who had subjugated Nagahama secured
property of the temple. Exempted from various feudal duties imposed upon in the
Edo period, the temple became influential in the area.

The Kannoji with such a historic background possesses distinguished treasures
and highly prised articles. The Wooden Sedentary Statue of Dengyo Daishi is re-
gistered as the nation’s important cultural property and the main building of the
temple is déesignated as the prefecture’s important cultural property. ‘The Kannonji
"document under consideration is also registered as the prefecture’s important cul-
tural property. The whole document is composed of a cluster of precious manu-
scripts which contained some three-thousand items put on record between the latter
half of the twelfth and the latter part of the nineteenth centuries. The record
from the latter half of the medieval period to the beginning of the early modern
era attracts researchers most of all because of its high consistency and impressive

substance. The School Board of Shiga Prefecture published in 1975 a medieval



part of the document under the title of Ohara Kannoji Document. However, a
part of the document relating to the early modern era remains unexamined despite
the fact that it is owned in greater quantity. Under these circumstances, we have
decided to arrange, research, and examine this cluster of manuseripts throughout
the medieval and early modern periods as Ohmi-Ohara Kannonji Document. We
started our project by making a general catalogue from the document and finished
our research as far as the manuscripts in bound form are concerned. We will he-
reafter make public the cataloge edited in chronological order. Thirteen resear-
chers and graduate students, including Mr. Akitoshi Kanzaki of the Criminal Mu-

seum at Meiji University, participated in the research of the document.



