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The Marital Trends of the Northern Zhou Imperial Family:
Using the Yang Wen-sun 3% mu zhi as a Key Primary Source

AIDA Daisuke

It is a known fact that the ruling class and the military systems of Sui and Tang
dynasties originate in the Western Wei and Northern Zhou dynasties. Thus, the studies
of Western Wei and Northern Zhou are crucial in understanding the developments from
the Northern and Southern Dynasties to Sui and Tang. However, relatively little atten-
tion has been paid hitherto on the political trends of Western Wei and Northern Zhou.
This paper examines the marital trends of the imperial family of Nortern Zhou, the
Yuwen F X clan, during the Western Wei and Northern Zhou dynasties, and how the
emperor and the authorities of the two dynasties controlled the various existing powers.
The recently discovered epitaph of Yang Wensun #5 X% provides some effective hints in
considering this matter. Yang Wensun is a son of Yang Kuan #% who was a Chinese
aristocrat and a Western Wei and Northern Zhou dignitary with considerable achieve-
ments. The content of his epitaph reveals the position of the Hongnong BL[% Yang clan
during Western Wel and Northern Zhou, and the marital trends of the Yuwen clan dur-
ing the first half of the Northern Wei period.

This paper carries out the discussion in two parts, by first examining the Western
Wei period and the first half of Northern Zhou period, and then the second half of
Northern Zhou period. As a result, the following was revealed. In order to stabilize the
nation’s foundation, the Yuwen clan repeatedly intermarried with the statesmen of no-
madic origin, so as to s{rengthen the relationship, as the power was passed on through-
out three generations, from Yuwen Tai ¥X# to Yuwen Hu FX# to Wudi R,
However, on the occasion of Yang Jian #5%’s attempt to usurp the throne, most of the
statesmen of nomadic origin supported Yang Jian. On the other hand, throughout West-
ern Wei and Northern Zhou, marriages with Chinese aristocrats were extremely rare, and
close marital ties did not develop. Although Mingdi B§7% planned a marriage with the
Hongnong Yang clan GLE#IK), it did not realize. Yuwen Hu intermarried with Su Wei
EREL's clan, but did not further the policy. As a result, many of the Chinese aristocrapts
sided with Yang Jian on his attempt at the usurpation.

Keywords: Northern Zhou, Yuwen clan, Hongnong Yang clan, Marriage
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