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426 — Abstract —

A Comprehensive Study on the Typology and Distribution of Komainu
(stone guardian dogs): A Trial of Typological Classification Using
the Case of the Iwate Prefecture Stone Komainu as a Case Study

Kawano Akimasa

This article is a part of field research results of the project funded by the Institute of Humanities,
Meiji University, Special Research Fund I, “A Comprehensive Study of the Types and Distribution
of Stone Komainu (Stone Guardian Dogs),” (PI: Akimasa Kawano, Special Research, FY2021, grant
amount: 1,470,000 yen).

Komainu is a kind of sacred animal in Japan. This work is a routine attempt at a typological
classification of Komainu as no related work of such research has been conducted before.

This article is divided into two parts, the first part introduces the classification method. The
author has been engaged in typological research on lion statues in East Asia and based on this ex-
perience, he applies the typological classification method for Chinese lion statues to the typological
classification of Komainu and modifies it to fit the actual situation in Japan.

This article is an application of the research results of the types and distribution obtained in the
regional type of study of Chinese lions and Okinawan guardian lions (Shisa) to the stone Komainu,
aiming to provide a scientific name for comparison and reference for the statues of East Asian lion.
The naming conventions are shown as follows: region + set location + morphological characteristics
+ posture + material + name of the scared animal (Komainu). The naming conventions are based on
17 principles for each of the abovementioned orders of notation.

The latter part of the article discusses the regional typology of Komainu, using Iwate Prefecture
as an example. Thirteen regional types are counted according to the abovementioned rules, and their
morphological characteristics and distribution are discussed in this article. For each type of Komainu,
we have described the oldest type, the original type, the influence, and the distribution limits of
each type. Moreover, the branches of them are also described as much as possible and are classified
according to differences in the shape of their ears and tails, as well as in their posture such as the
direction of their necks, and their distribution in the prefecture is also listed.

In addition, this article has also discussed other scared animal statues focusing on Komainu in
Iwate Prefecture, including non-stone Komainu (iron, ceramic, and mortar made Komainu), two types
of sacred animal statues (stone lion heads and stone wolves), and eight pairs of isolated examples of

Komainu made according to the original ideas and images of stonemasons.
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