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— Abstract ——

On Intercultural Contacts between Japanese Theatre and
Russian (Soviet) Theatre in 1910’s - 1920's

TAKEDA Kiyoshi

It was in 1914 that a Japanese theatre-practitioner reported, for the first time, that Russian
theatre-practitioners were much interested in Japanese Theatre. But he, Osanai Kaoru, reported
that event being felt very ashamed.

At this opportunity, Osanai Kaoru directly contacted Russian Modern Theatre for the first
time, mainly at Moscow Art Theatre. He looked at plays written by M.Gorky, A.Chekhov and
L.Andreev staged by Moscow Art Theatre. At the same time, he heard the names of Sada
Yacco and Hanako from the actors of this theatre. And he deeply felt ashamed. After returned
to Japan, he wrote this experience in an article titled “New Year's Eve in Russia”.

It was the first intercultural contact between Japanese Theatre and Russian Theatre
simultaneously in him.

Why did it happen to him? Did it caused by his Western Culture Worship? It isn’t so simple
to intend he recognized the artistic quality of Russian Theatre, and don't recognized it to the
stages of Sada Yacco and Hanako. Because he hasn't looked at their stages at all.

Osanai Kaoru didn't know that Russian directors, Stanislavsky, Meyerhold and Evreinov
admired ardently the performance of Hanako. It was one side intercultural contact in both.

Interculturalism has many phases : translation, interpretation, adaptation and integration.
And it has two forms : theatre company tour and cultural interchange. Perhaps tour had made
much impact to Russian artists than cultural interchange.

Osanai Kaoru had misunderstood, if Russian artists looked the true orthodox Kabuki
Theatre, they will realize the true nature of Japanese Kabuki Theatre. In 1928, he archived
cultural interchange : Kabuki Performance in Soviet.

But more than 15 years ago, Sada Yacco and Hanako had archived the realization of true

nature of Japanese Theatre to Russians.
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