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— Abstract —

The Weired Fiction in Western and Japanese Literature
——The Monsters in English Literature in the 19th Century——

Kohei KANAI Kiyohiro MIURA

Today great amount of horror novels, horror comics, horror movies and videos floods all over
Japan. Apert from the qualities of those works, they are technically on quite high levels. Besides, no
matter how grotesque and absurd the conents of them seem, they faithfully reflect the general pub-
lic’s tastes or the tendencies in our society.

H. P. Lovecraft wrote, “the oldest and strongest kind of fear is fear of the unknown.”” This defini-
tion still holds true. In our time “‘fear of the unknown”” is closely related with the fear of a nuclear war
which might break out at any moment and exterminate the whole humanbeings. Futhermore we are
exposed to the fear of indiscriminate terrorism and the fear of various kinds of viruses and disease-
causing germs. In short present-day society has many caﬁses of fears of the unknown. So the condi-
tions of giving births to fictional monsters are better than those of England in the 19th century. The
monsters in the 19th century, especially Frankenstain and Dracula have great influences on many hor-
ror novels, comics, movies and TV programs even in Japan today. And many reworkings and imita-
tions of these monsters are being produced one after another all over the world.

There are two reasons why Frankenstain has gained worldwide popularity. First the original
Frankenstain has elements which allow or even encourage the monster to develope and get indepen-
dent as the main character in later film versions. Second the novel deals with problems, including that
of organ transplanting, which are getting very serious ones in present society and will get more seri-
ous in future society. And the novel is said to be the first authentic SF. It can also be regarded as a
new type of horror novel, because the object of horror is not a supernatural being but a man-made
robot. Another important thing is that Frankenstain is in the lineage of Gothic novel. The hero
Frankenstain is ““a double existence.” On the one hand the hero as the creator of the monster, is the
first mad scientist in SF. But on the other hand he is more like an immature heroine who is always bul-
lied and frightened by a gothic villain. And the monster virtually plays the part of the villain.

We can enjoy readipg Dracula as a kind of role playing game today, because the novel is a game of
Dracula hunting. Dracula can exercise many supernatural powers. But he has to observe some rules.
For example, in the daytime Dracula has to stay in a coffin filled with the soil of his ancestral grave-
yard. The novel consists of fragmental data, that is, diaries and newspaper clippings. Information

plays the most essential part. The outcome of the game between humanbeings and Dracula depends
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on which side of them gets necessary information and uses it effectively first. The main background of
the novel is London, a highly advanced city in the world at the end of the 19th century. London attract-
ed local people and people from other countries, which meant the city life included traditional local cul-
tures as well as traditional foreign ones. Those cultures, though forced to transform superficially, sur-
vived. Dracula, a skilled magician and alchemist in Transylvania, was one of those who were attracted

by the city life in London.
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