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¥ 2,

France in my youthful fervency I loved,
But, when I heard, “ He’s made an Emperor now,
Nor that alone, but despot autocrat,”

The hate I felt extinguished all that fire.
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An Essay on Gabriele Rossetti

' Masahiro Tsuji

Gabriele Rossetti is the father of Dante Gabriel Rossetti and Christina Rossetti.
He was a political refugee from the Kingdom of Naples. In this article I will describe
the Napoleonic era of Naples and then the life of Gabriele Rossetti based on Gabriele
Rossetti: A Versified Autobiography in order to explain why Gabriele had to leave his
own country. In the process of doing so I hope to account for the family background
of Dante Gabriel and Christina Rossetti, especially their Italian lineage.

The first section deals with the historical facts which happened in the Kingdom
of Naples after the outbreak of the French Revolution, and an explanation of the
personal events of Gabriele Rossetti in their historical context. In the Napoleonic era,
Naples, which had been ruled by the Bourbons, was ruled by a brother and a brother-
in-law of Napoleon who introduced into Naples a modernization of political and eco-
nomical systems. When the Napoleonic era ended the exiled king, Ferdinand, returned
from Sicily and in 1820 a bloodless revolution occurred which compelled the king to
grant a constitution. Gabriele, as a poet, expressed the delight of liberty in his verse.
A year later, however, Ferdinand abolished the constitution and Gabriele was obliged
to leave his own country because he was regarded as ‘the poet of the revolution .
First he fled to Malta with the help of a commander in the British Navy. There he
made friends with John Hookham Frere, and two and a half years later, he went to
London, where he met the Polidoris. In 1826, he married the second daughter of the
Polidoris, who was seventeen years younger than he. Their marriage, which produced
four children in four successive years, was happy, although they were not rich. He
wrote books on Dante which were famous for the assumption that many illustrious
writers as well as Dante belonged to the Freemasons and had anti-papal thoughts. In 1831
he was appointed Professor of Italian in King’s College, London. His health began to
decline towards 1842, and he suddenly lost sight in one eye through amaurosis. He

died on 26 April 1854 and lies buried in Highgate Cemetery.



